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WAITARA DEVELOPMENT

HISTORY OF THE POST OFFICE

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW BUILDING

JUNISTER OF LOBOUR'S ADDRESS,

The history of tara and the de-
velopment of tho activities of the Post
and Telegraph Department in the dis-
trict, with a_description of the new post
oflice reeontly constructed, were dealt
with by the ion. 5. G. Smith, Minister
of Labour, in opening the new buildin,
Saturday aiternoon,

aitarais rich in Maori lore and
tradion,” Mr. Smith said, “but I shall
confine mysell to its European history.

'8

| The earliest mention of Waitara and

its European story is connected with the
m Stoveld, congnanded by

the river mouth in 102
tho natives for flax a
“The town as it now

M

sale of town and suburban sections was
held. In a sketch made by Mr. Bur-
goyne, surveyor, in 1868, tho township
of Waitara comprised Mr. Tom Lea-

's Waitara Hotel, Mr. B. C. Law-
rence's bakery and confectionery, Mr.
Wm. Halse's private residence, Mr.
Oliver Spurdly’s wheelwright shop, the
forry, with Mr. Christeen . Nelson as

%|ferryman and pilot, Webster Bros.’ storo
and jetty and the old block house and

flag stafl towards tho beach. There were

a number of suburban residences,
Sam Joll, John
Carrick, Mathew Jonas, John and Thos.
Elliot, H. H. Wood, Tait Bro., lsaac,
Dan and Arthur Bayly and John Camer.

Yoo, A littler later Mr. John Gilmour's

store was establislfad.

“A flourishing shipping trade was in
operation from tho river port about
1872, and it continued-for many years,
mainly through the efforts of the
brothers F. L and W. D, Webster, whose
craft traded between Taranaki and
Australian ports,

THE QVERLAND MAIL,
“Waitara’s postal history dates back

between New Plymouth and Auckland
crossed the Waitara River inside the
mouth about abreast of tho old cattle
wharf on the north bank, approsimately
balf & milo seaward of the bridge, at
what used to be the ford and ferry. Dur-
ing the military occupation of \vaitara
in 1800-61 wlten the headquarters of the
Imperial forces in New Zealand we
situated on the camp reserve, the over.
land mail routes were in the hands of
the enemy, and mails wero conveyed by
sca between Now Plymouth and the
p by the small paddls
Tasmanian Maid, which made
her haven in rough weather.
mail service to tho township was per-
formed by Mr. Paterson in his two-horse
covered express, and this imethod of
conveysnce continued until the railway
was opened in 1873,

“Tho first post office in Waitara was
opened on March 1, 1871, in tho charge
of Mr. J Cameron, who was paid salary
at the rate of £5 per annum. The office

later transferred to the railway
ion, the stationmaster acting as
postmaster, tho first occupant of the
dual position being Mr. F. Bluck, who
took charge on December 1, 1576, The
office remained under the control of the
stationmaster until April 1, 1835, when
Mr, G W, Burford, a permanent officer
of the t office, took charge, ar-
though it is to be noted that prior to
this dato a staff of post and telograph
officers had been employed undtn&n
control of the stationmaster.

“Tho successors to Mr. Cameron, the
first indumbent of the office, in the posi-
tion of }m:m-ter, together with the
dates of their appointment, are.—:
Bluck 11276, M. 1. Cleary 25.1. 78, J.
W. Kinnibrugh 78, T. Marsden
30.. , G. W, Barford 1.4.85, H. Gour-
lay 1.7.91, E. Clarke 14.97, R. D. Dansey
1.2.00, H. E. Gilbert 1.11.03, J. T. W.
Collier 12.12.13, T. Cole 14.3.18, T. J. Bo.
land 1.4.10, F. W, Barpard (present post-
master) 24.0.20. T

“The money-order offico and savings-
bank branch and a telegraph offico wero
n{:enul st Waitara in 1878, and a telo-
phono exchango with 11 subseribers on
August 28, 1800. The number of sub-
scribers now connected is 202,

INCREASE IN BUSINESS,
“In the last ten years thero has been
an_appreclablo general increass & the

post offico business at Waitara, as the
ollowing comparative figures show, the
pit an tl

igures Leing for 1020 he
second for 1930 in each case:—Letters,
posteards, and other articles posted
156,200, 447,300; letters, posteards, and
other articles delivered 226,200, 451,440;
1336 mopey-orders issucd of a valuo of
£68412, 1561 of = value of £8204; 680
money-orders paid of a value ‘of £5433,
761 of a value of £4402; 2357 savings-
bank deposits made amounting to £08,-
160, 2883, amounting to £30257; 1342
savings-bank withdrawals made amount-
ing to_£44,071, 1143, amounting to £31,
310; 32,750 telegram telephono toll
messages rded of a value of £1072,
48,111 of & value of £1828; telegrams and
telephone toll messages received 23177,
47,184

“Tho old site of the office was first
occupied by the department on October
19, 1878, the busiucss being transferred
from the railway station, so that a por-

. [tion of tho post office buflding which

has just been vacated has been used as

-[a post oflico for over half  contury.
- | Additions were made as the i

iness of
tho ofice grew, the last considerable
ation being effected in 1808,

‘The building which 1 am about to de-
clare opeil for business is a two storied
structure built in brick atd concrete, and
js of fire-resisting construction. The ex
terior is treated with plaster enci
ment, and the roof is finished with
Marseilles tiles. Tho surround to the
main entrance facing McLean Street has
Roman Dorie pilasters and entablature
|surmounted with u flagpole. Two r
dential and three official entrances have
been provided on the ground floor. The
building is of modern design, and em-
bodies the most up-to-date practice in
desigy of public buil
“It fa  satisfactory

to know that

to 1841, when the overland mail track,

Name .
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tion sample tin of

alter taking
about twelvi

ances.

sources form such & small fraction of
the building as to be practically megli-
gible.” Al timber, cement and brick were
obtained in New Zealand, and as far as
possiblo fittings have been obtained
from New Zealand manufacturers using
British materlal,

“The
modstion for the post office and com-
prises: Mail yoom, 20ft by 24ft in;
public space, 23t by 12(t; felophone ex-

121t Gin by 10ft 3in; privato box lobby,
13t by 8it; vestibule, 114t Gin by 8ft;
two stores and a strongroom. A separate
entrance hall for the residential portion
lso provided on this floo
usual conveniences, includin
shed, are provided in an outbuilding,
“Residentlal accommodation is pro-
vided for the postmaster on tho iirst
oor and is as follows:—Living room,
kitchen, threo bedrooms, sun rom, with
bathroom, passage, pantry and linen
press. The contractors for the erection
of the building were Boon Bros, New
Plymouth and the contract price was
£5083,

I wish to acknowledgo my indebted-
ness to Mr. W. H. Skinner, the well-

added Mr. Smith. The early Maori his-
furnished by Mr. Skinner ls inter-
esting indeed, and T regret that in the
timo at my disposal T could not touch
upon it. The information, however, is
being earefully_preserved by the
and Telegraph Department.

Post

PRAISE FQR POST OFFICE

MINISTER OF LABOUR'S THANKS.

Appreciation of the efforts of the sl
of the Post and Telegraph Departmert
in the administration of the Uncmploy
ment Act was expressed by the Minis-
ter of Labour, the Hon. S, G. Smith,
at the opexing of the new post office at
Waitara on Saturday. “I desire to take
this opportunity of publicly expressing
my porsonal Appreciation of the excel-
lent manner /in which the staff of the
Postal Department carried
work,” Mr. Smith ‘said.

A great deal of. work had been added
| to Ui regular wark of the post ofice,
Mr. Smith continued. He wanted to give
| unstinted praise to .the.department for
the manner in which it had handled the
| registration and the collection -of -levy
payments. It was questionable whether
| any ome other than those who had to
{ nssist with the work hud any ides of
| the tremendous task entailed by the ad-
. ministration of *“> Act. s
i There was absolutely nothing to gulde
!the department. The law provided for
the registration of every male over 20
years of age. This meant the registra-
 tion of over 400,000 men and the handling
; of the forms filled in by them. In addi-
tion, there was the issue of the levy
!books and the collection of the levy,
| from 385,000 men. Altogether the task
liad been earried out with as Tittle frie-

out - the

. {materials from other than British . tion as possible.

ground floor provides accom- |

change, 17ft by 12ft; postmaster’s room, |.

T, e
a bicyele ji

known authority on the history of the |!
district, both European and Maori, for |/
much of the carly history mentioned,” ||

UNEMPLOYMENT ADMINISTRATION |
w




