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Turuturu-Mokai is an historic reserve just five minutes drive from
It possesses a charm of its own — a blend of striking scenery

Hawera.
and intriguing history.

Four hundred years ago it was a Maori pa, the scene of a bitter battle between
two rival tribes. Last century it was a,pakeha redoubt ahd the site of a battle
betweep members of the Armed Constabulary and the Nga Ruahine tribe.

At the turn of t
for the recreational use of the public.

century it was declared an historic reserve, to be preserved

- Inafew year’s time its name will be synonymous with camellias.

Turuturu-Mokai is an important part of the history of South
Taranaki. And, more important, it belongs to the people of
the area.

Set out on 28.5 acres of land, it includes the original pa and
mlmnry redoubt.

The small Tawhiti Stream runs through the reserve
forming a large swamp area. Changing rooms and an empty
swimming pool are sited near the old redoubt.

Unfortunately, few people in the Hawera district take
advantage of the reserve. Recently the only people attracted
to Turuturu-Mokai have been vandals.

Although there is an occasional picnic or barbecue there
during the summer the reserve is vastly under-used

development. Even as it is, the reserve is a beautiful
recreational spot— as a picnic area or a scenic walk.

Over past years attempts have been made to develop the
site and the reserve is certainly in better condition (han it
was 20 years ago.

Itis its future that is in question.

Does Turuturu-Mokai fill a recreational need for the
people of Hawera? Do people want the reserve developed?

These are questions the Hawera District Council needs to
know if it ever decides to develop TuruturG-Mokai to its full
potential.

Taranaki Herald Hawera reporter Shirley Pearce filed this
report, tracing the history of Turuturu-Mokai and looking

Turuturu-Mokai presents an  exciting
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A few days later, just
before daybreak,

party from Taki Ruahine
delivered a carefully plan
ned attack on Turuturu-
Mokai

The defenders were in no
condition to resist as they
were still suffering from

ing rations.
Most of the inmates of the
pa were slain and many
were taken as slaves.

A legacy of bitterness
and rancour remained for
many generations after the
battle

After the massacre the
smoke-dried heads were
impaled on stakes and
thrust into the ground. The
cioaks of the dead chiefs
were dra around
crossbars attached to the
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trophies of victory the
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ahead to the future of the reserve.

trod within the old pa, The
whares and stockades fell
into disrepair. Fosse and
rampart lost their ,sharp
outline, debris from the
crumbling batiers littered
the _trenches, ~pits and

were filled up;
Bot altvays the main lines
of the defences remained —
with their memories.

After the massacre a
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On July 12, 1838 two of the
elders of the tribe travelied
o Turuturn-Mokal ss 2
tapy removing party. A

!dpos\nasselupma
red place. This post is
foken of goodwill Jowards
the pakeba from the Msori
race
An ancient sdesign is
carved upon it and it is
treatel] with Rrpat Tespect
1t protects al
ing on to the old pa. No evi
infhuences {rom the past
will weaken them or affect
them in any way.
ught the
land wars to Taranaki

Hostilities in _ South
Taranaki culminated in
Titokowaru’s war of 1865

He was the chiel of the
Nga Ruahine tribe and a
skilled warrior.

In 1866 a company of the
16th"Royal Irish Regiment
constructed a redoubt close
lo the old Turuturu-Mokai

Pihe year 1867 was a yea
of peace in Taranakl, the

Titokowaru had &p-
preciated the necessity of
intensive preparations for
a fresh campaign and he

time to gather his
forees
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He was shot within sight
of the redoubt. By the time
a party had reached his
body it had been mutilated
by tomahawks.

The legs alone remained,

ried away by his
assailants, cooked and
eaten.
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cannibalist

‘rﬂokouru e isued a
warning to the pakehas on
June 26. It read as follows
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However it was unlikely
Titokowaru himself ate
human flesh.

Re-garrisoned

Under the orders of Col-
onel McDonnell, Captai
Frederick Ross proceed:
to re-garrison the redoubt
t Turutoru Mok,

pulung ils Eelenocs bnck in
ordér but did mot finish
before they were attacked

1t started in the wintry
dawn of July 12,

The Maoris Mm armed*

with /muzzie-loading, En-
fields, shot and
tomahawks. he Armed
Constabulary had Terry
cammes and revolvers

Shorfly after 5 am. the
Maoris attacked. The first
man shot was Lennon,. a
canteen keeper.

Tihirua, the war priest,
made the offering of Len-
non's heart lnmmnrgpds
Lennon’s heart ound
outsid the redoubl after
the fighting.
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An asﬂal view of Turuluru Mokai historic reserve with Turuturu Rd on the left. The camellia museum will be sited on
land beside Turuturu Rd at the top of the reserve.

‘When the Maoris attemp-
ted to storm the gateway
Captain Ross headed the
defence. Sufrounded by
five volunteers Captain
Ross was killed while
defending the gateway. Kis
heart was cut out as Len-
non's ad bee
in

Macris tried to climb pver

bac!
nyumg and close ran
firing were the order of the
day

Meanwhile the sounds of
Hghting had been heard al
the Waihi redoubt, three
miles away. A party of 50
Armed Constabulary set

1o relieve

As they aj pn'mcbed the
attacking M

made on Turuturu-Mokai
redoubt and whe
- finally came to South
Taranaki the garrison was
withdrawn
stone memorial now
stands in the old redoubt —
a reminder of that Sunday
morning 111 years ago.

Restoration

In 1938 the Mayor of
Hawera, the late Mr J. E.
Campbel, began 2 plan to
restore the ol -
Mokai pa to its original
condition.

e planned to rebuild the
original {ortifications to
their original condition and
have a model Maori pa
Work started but was never

complet
In the mid 1950s Mr Grif

n
50 he raised $5000 to do the
‘work hi

A kiosk, changing rooms
and swimm
built.

nellmslel' of
Tank i opened the
reserve after the develop-
ment also gavesa grant of

Mr Williams diverted the

two seasons a lot of people
had a 10t of fun there.

Closure

Unfortunately the lake
became filled with silt and
instead of being 1.5m deep
became only 0cm_deep
vith a metre of mud and

e Healtn Department
then ordered the closure of

the
from the Tawhiti Stream,
was not up to healfh regula-
tions.
Eventually the lake was
drained and the stream
redirected. In the early
1o60s various pa of
ruturu Mokal were fenc-
ottt allow
mg, thus cutting down nn
cnstol ‘maintenance.

e stage Turutun
Mokat was considered as
the mmuc:pal
swimming pool.» However
his suggston did 5ot tigd
much favour as the site
was 100 far out of town.

One development going
on through the years at the
reserve has been the plan-

lmg of native trées and the
an behind a lot of this

g)anunz was Mr
yme, Hawera
Part of the original pa
which remains are the food
pits. These are about 12m
and can be found on the top
of th

At the entrance to the
reserve are the remains of
a small pa. It is called Te
Uma-a-tongahake. A series
of white stones run along
the base of the pa — not an
ancient fortification but a
deterrent to ing
their cars up the hill

The carved post at the top of the pa — a token
of goodwill towards the pakeha from the Maori

It holds an ancient design which
removed the tapu from the pa.

people.

from the highest point of the pa.
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