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Famous horse
Fitz’s lifelong

Medicine, racing, athletics and
radio — all these and many other ac-
tivities are the interests of one of
South Taranaki’s “grand.old men”, Dr
Thomas Michael Fitzgerald.

Still in general practice at almost 76
years, “Dr Fitz”, as he is known to a
couple of generatlons, has no thoughts

ring.
One of his grelle's: con-

= this cgme about
through seeing-a famous
race in 1919 when Desert

The mare Desert Gold,
then the idol of racegoers
and mdayllepmd had won
at  New Plymouth the’

She md wun 36 times, was
un| ive times
from 50 lurts and had won
more mowey than any mare
in  Australia or New

* Zealand
Désert Gold was beaten by
Gloaming that February day
at Hawera, which is by the

way. More important, the
rm-d of those gleaming
trained-to-the-peak  horses

on young Tom Fitzgerald
was to change his whole life
Dr Fitz was born in
Hawera on August 10, 1800,
one of three children of
James and Annie Fi
ald, both Irish, who had
come to New Zealand at dif-
ferent times.

belief

Later he came to Hawera
and started a grocer's shop,
the West End Store in High
St, mow demolished, and
later still he established a
butchery near Victoria St

‘Annie eresa
McNamara was a registered
school teacher in Ireland

ore coming to New
Zealand. Sue married Tom
Fitzgerald at Okato in 1889

The Fitzgerald's butchery
‘was not a great success and
James took on.a milk run

By Shirley Bourke

Jnnw-s Fitzgerald came in
1860 at the age of six years,
around Cape Horn in the
safling vessel Helen Denny,
later 1o serve New Zealand
in the Holm Shipping Com-
pany’s fleet

James went to the Westt
Coast to the gold mininj
town of Goldsborou;
where his mother had a
small store.

New Zealand miler Jack Lovelock (left) with
Dr Fitzgerald (smnd] ;l:-’%m rlgm)nl Hawera

He ran his cows for the
milk supply on 33 acres of a
triangular block between
Wathi, Glover and Turuturu
Rds, formerly the Brown es-
taté in Hawera

Dr Fitz well remembers
helping his father hand milk
the cows, and delivering
milk night and morning
with a horse and cart — a
penny a pint, tuppence a
quart and nne shilling a gal-
lon, measured out into the
housewives’ jugs and billies
- In the winter they had to
go far out into the country
10 obtain milk to keep up the

ly. For three years the
lnmilv did that.

Then in 1912 James Fitz-

gerald bought a property in
Nolan "Rd. just west of
Hawera, for 50 pounds an
acre, less two pounds ten
shillings an acre because
there were no buildings on
it

A house for the family
was built for 100 roundx
The

atte

turn for a second year
There were no jobn gﬂng
at (he tlmewhe farmed wi-

i he sai
By February, 1918, he was
‘fed up rally. At this
time his father decided to o
to the races to-see Desert
Gold and Gloaming fight out
the Egmont Stakes.

hmes Fitzgerald had

:vmfoundlv unpnntd
iraining of both horses ma
eys — Desert Gold was
ridden that day b'y Hector
Gray, onme of the finest

riders in New Zealand.

So imj was young
Tom that he went home and
thought about it.

Why, if horses and jock-
2ys could be trained to such
a pitch, could not people also
oe trained?

That was quite a revolu-
tionary thought at a time

most le relied
simply on natural ability in
athletic contests

Tom Fitzgerald had al-
ways been interested in
chemistry so, next thin,
got a job with the Ul
spensary at Hawera.

He worked there for three
years, from 1920 to 1923, but
mln, found himself look-

for something else
he studied at home for
matriculation ‘and universi-
ty entrance, working to a
system and training himself
all the time.

By November 1825 he was

I through those examina-
tions, and went to Auckland
University for his pre-
medical year.

Dr Fitz pays tribute to
that gne year

school in Auckland which
gave him the knowledge of
how to go abotit a self-train-
ing programme. 3
The year 1026 saw him

gain his medical imin-
ary in Auckland. years
1927-30 were spent at the

medical school in Dunedin,

race sparked off

-nd during 1881-32 he was a

house surgeon at Welling-
ton Hospital

On October 12, 1932, he
began general practice th
Hawera.

His 43 years of practice in
Hawera m been broken

MURDER
IN .
SPACE

& “The Dynostar Menace
by Kit Pedler and Gerry
Davis (Hutchinson), has
an orbiting space station
as the setting for a science .
fiction whodunnit

The plot is woven
around efforts by the
Western powers to build
ind operate a fusion reac-
tor in space and thus solve
earth'sjenergy crisis

A werful ecological
group ‘discovers that the

nerator, if started, will
mage the ozone layer
with severe consequences
for the human race. The,
i$ given to shut dowy'

the operation

Hewever, someone
among the team of scien-
tists aboard Dynostar 1s
determined it will operate
as planned and he coolly
proceeds fo sahotage the

critical shutdown
programme.

AAAAAAANANAAANAAAA

only by service during the
World War II at 2 hospital
' at Tamavua near Suva.

All the while, Dr Fitzger-
ald's interest in racing never

waned.

He has been honorary
doctor to the Egmont Rac-
lﬂu Club, Hawera Trotting

Club -and &nuke Racing
Club since 1 and is a life
member of each club.

He has acted asdoctor to

other Taranaki clubs
on occasions, inell once
when_the Taranaki Jockey

Clubfiad to race at Hawera

Schools of horsemanship
throughout New Zealand
owe their existence to his
concern for jockey training
With Mr lan Cox. a racing
identity of Hawera, he was

instrumental {9 startingthe
Soum Taranaki training

in 1952, which
lhrvngh its supcess, led to
the establishment of olher
such

the
Mulmmuumn
H fmmnnd won, bat
1l to get Iﬂ)rﬂ'mm
medically examined for phy-
sical fitness before they
were apprenticefl, and also a
higher standard . of
education for apprentices.
Now apprentices must
have a minimum of two
vears secondary education
or be actually studying
before  they | may be
apprenticed.

Dr Fitzgerald at his desk in Haw

His interest in thietics
dates from the time in the

Hawera
and Cyeling Club for five
years before World War 11,
he rejuvenated the sport in
the town by getting the first
permapent lighting on the
Egmont ‘A. and P. grounds
(now Hicks Parkl for night
meetings.
A dinner to raise funds

special athletics meeting at
which overseas
competed, and he has the
programme of that too.

Dr Fitz had the second
ham radio transmitter in
Hawera — the late Dr W_h;.

ety
began activities in 1935 and
went into recess in 1956, is
restarting again with Dr
Fitzgerald as its patron.

He is patron-also of the
Hawera Camera Club, the

for this om
1036, was attended by the
immortal miler  Jack

Hawera Soctety
and xhe St John Ambulance
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terest in both sea
river, and of catch-
ing a three a half

Only one hire company
gives you a wider range of
-specialized industrial
equipment to choose from,




