By GRAEME McGREGOR
Ironically, while older people remember New Plymouth'’s
i sand foreshore before breakwater extensions cut the natural sand

" thousands of tons from shoaling the man-made harbour.
h Even so, it has been a small price to pay fo give New
Zealand its only major West Coast pqrt.
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' drift, a fortune has been spent fighting' the annual flow of |t

Ngamotu 'eaCh

wave ‘action inside the har-
bour.

' water to accelerate the ex-
£ mﬂ natural buildup of

London consulting engin-
eer, Sir John Coode, sup-

City councillor and former the Moturoa location

Ngamotu Beach voluntary

the because of the
|meeting between the board

When I referred this sub-
Ject to Mr Holmes, he pre-
ferred not to comment
imminent

and city counéil.

However; going back
through Taranaki Herald

Doyne|files, I found that in 1960

he was quoted as saying that
with the prevailing westerly
wind and tidal set from the
‘west, it was possible sand
would bulld up to the north
‘'with the of the

A 1901 PICNIC at Ngamotu Beach., Many of the 2500 people went on a trip on the'Union Company’s
Mapourika. The Town Band played alongside the big elevated pipe which pumped dredgings for
several hundred yards along the beach and thus built up the sand.

¢ —Taranaki Museum picture.

ning_along Ngamotu Beach. The b \
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the foreshore was before the sand build up occurred. Note mm

settlement
¢ on the background farmland, now closely packed with buildings. —Teeds picture.

worker, Mr R. J. Burkitt, ad-|Port was

HARBOURS BOARD’S PRESENT DREDGE, Ngamotu, trate on developing e
J dﬂd‘ml.lbnmﬂhg-“:hul: Machiiont - ot -of Pf“',,“h aic o
dredge, with an 800-ton hopper 5y, 5, he counted |Fallway station had been de-
tons of sand » year. v vehm'uu-P‘s’trndc::. anp/ gVl WRAL BIVS Setus. dax-

not so apparent as
a

In March 1964, Mr Holmes
stated that dumping of
dredgings over the lee
breakwater woéuld nourish
beaches north-east of the
harbour. This would require
the sefting up of an unloac-

Before the present exten-

they
d to be “feeding”

44 ruary 1887.

The board’s 1
engineer, Mr F. W. March-
apt, recommended in 1895
that an 11in pump’be fitted
" to the dredge and a ‘sludge|
4" pipe be taken under the
o Moturoa Wharf and to run
some 1100ft along the begeh,
Withih a year some 83,000

bi
for about 10 years during
this period.
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off the eroding beachfront
sandhills.

Both beaches are in poor
shape this summer.

Mr Jack Nisbett, a volun-
tary and later a paid worker
on Ngamotu Beach 'from
1928 to 1965, disagrees with
engineering opinions that the
sand comes in around the
breakwater and drifts north-
yll.

Mr Nisbett belleves the
sand goes up the coast to
about Bell ,Block and then
the inshore purrents sweep
it back.

“This means it will now
hit the lee breakwa and

.| will go out into deeper Water.

In five years.or so you will
see a sand bar out from the
end of the lee b CAd
he claimed.

Perhaps by next summer,
sifficient accumulations of
sea-swept sand will indicate’

In 1809, Mr Marchant|wha 'E. ﬁh:PN. A
Zealand rejected -standi (ean’ , _next ek’s
{osutre ,opinions l&:{ mldn.rm n& meeting on the future of

dredged the harbour for many years.
extensions. = .
—Taranaki Museum picture.

sand along this part of "the
coast was from east to south-

west.

“It must be taken as a
fact proven. to
tions, that the matural lit-
toral ds here is from
south-west towards north-
east.”

The - present - day chief
engineer, : Mr P. D, L.
Holmes, says that sand car-
ried around the main break-
water and ending up on Nga-
motu Beach, is carried back
towards the wharves by the

Ngamotu Beach may cover
such questions as:

@ Will Taranaki get new
beaches on both sides of the
{lee breakwater?

¢ Would vhl:'; po‘:llllﬁned
groynes speed the build-up
of sand? .

® What are the prospects
of speeding sand build-up
with harbour dredgings?

® If the sand drifts up-
coast, will our other fore-
shore areas benefit?
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: shown development tly connected Mikotahi (centre left) with the mainland That bowling is & boring game. .
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| disagres when people claim

That bowling is a boring game,

So | declared & holiday

And went to watch the bowlers play
One morning in the Open Fours.

» | walked around and read the scores
a seat beside a chap
Indulging in a morning nap.

Then someone daﬁpod and he awoke;
| turned and met his eyes and spoke

“Now, {sn't that a pretty head!” i
“Call that & head!” he answered me_
And laughed a little scornfully.

He started, “I remember when . .

We poured. info' each others ears
Qur memories of bygone years—
. The games we won, the shots we played,
The many famous friends we made; "
And taking turns we talked about

The old game till time ran out—
Whmnnlnly refutes the claim 2

iTom Tiddler’s ground;

do, and said,

“cords and 'hor:
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ing pump for' the present|
dredge.
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