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,36918 : T/Sgte Jaumes George Gardiner MALLETT.

PARENTS: Mre & Mrs. W. A, Mallett of Taranakis M 12540615

James Mallett wes born at Waltars on the Lth October, 1921 and

Was eddcated at the New Plymouth Boys' High Schoole

At school, he was a member of the first sleven and alse played
tootc Fart in

football for Tara 18t fifteene. He also pardeck in swimmlng

and tennis. After leaving school, he was employed by the

ew Zealand Reilways, Marton as a clerk.

He served in the Army for two years before transferring to the

RNZAF in June 1943 and enlisted for alrcrew training in the

Bame monthe After completing his elementary ground tralning,

he commenced training at Ohakea in FPebruary 1944 as an Alr Gunner

qualifying 1n Marche He then went to Noe 1 Operational Tralning

School for crew training and became part of the crew of a Ventura.

In Qctober, he was posted overssas with No. 1 Squadron and was

engaged on patrol work and anti-submarine searches, moving on to

Gresn TIeland and Guadalcanal where he took part in paftrels ever

enemy eccupisd territory in New Britaina

He was promoted to ¥/8gt. on 3rd October, 1944

He took part in further strikes on enemy rositions on Rabaul and

Vunakunau etce until he returned to New Zealand in January 1945.

After his 1leave, he was engaéed on local flying training until

in March he went back overseas to Guadalcanal with Nees } Squadron

his Pilet s8till being Flying Officer Benton. Until May, his

aircraft was engaged on dawn patrols, anti-submarine ssarches and

othsry flying duties. He then went to Emirau with the sguadron

and teok part in strikes over Rabaul and eother enemy targeta.

en the 9th June, 1945 the Ventura in which he was part of the crew

failed to return from a leaflet raid over New Ireland. The

wreckage of the aircraft was later located near Lamerika Rest

Central, New Irelandy




were [Kilied fene

A1l members of the crew h were buried

by the Japanese.
The other members of the crew were F/0 N.H. Benton (Pilet),

F/Sgte J.N. Cunnsen (Nav.), F/Sgte R.H. McF. Buchanan (W.0.A.G.),
F/Sgte C.C.W. Jeffares (A.G.)

5/2/18737 A5 L. Mrs. W.a, Mallett (i)
L27 hours as Alr Gumnner. Bayly Street,

Waltara, TARANAKI.




