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NOTICE. No. No. A, R. P , Per Lo 
6'21 20 1 15 0 

Crott;n Lands' Office, 776 21 0 22 8 0 
858 22 1 20 0 

New Plymoutl1, 26th May, 1854. 
964 23 1 10 0 

T HE undermentioned A.llot~ents of 1039 24 1 12 10 
Land will be put up to Auction at the 1040 25 1 12 10 

Court House, New Plymouth, on Saturday, 1041 26 l 12 IO 
the fint day of July, 1854, at 11 1043 27 1 10 0 
o'clock, a. m. 1059 28 1 8 0 

Ten per cent. of the purchase mon~y to 1517 29 1 10 0 
be deposited at the Sale, and the_ rema1?der 1518 30 l 10 0 
paid within one month, or deposit forfeited. 1519 31 1 IO 0 

TOWN Oi' NEW PLYMOUTR. 1520 32 I 10 0 

Lot. Contents. Upset price . 1521 33 1 10 0 
Section. 

No, No. ,\; a, 1', Per Lot. 1522 34 1 10 0 

87 l 1 £12 10 1999 ~ 1 15 0 

88 2 1 12 10 2001 S6 1 12 10 

149 ) 2005 37 1 15 0 
2001 38 1 15 0 150 I 2007 39 1 is 0 151 } 3 1 l 24 40 0 
2014 40 1 20 0 196 i I 
2015 41 1 20 0 

196k J 
I 8 0 2016 42 l 20 0 158 4 

161 5 l 8 0 2017 43 1 17 10 
2020 44 1 20 0 162 6 1 8 () 
2021 45 1 20 0 

163 7 1 8 0 
8 1 8 0 2022 46 l 20 0 164 
9 1 8 0 20Z3 47 I 20 0 176 

2078 48 1 1.5 0 
178 10 1 8 0 
181 11 1 12 II 2080 4g 1 15 0 

112 12 l. 12 10 2081 50 1 15 0 

183 13 1 12 10 2082 51 1 15 0 

184 14 1 12 10 2086 52 1 12 10 

185 15 I 12 10 20Q4 53 1 8 0 

16 1 12 IO 2095 54 l 8 0 186 
20!)6 55 I 6 0 192 1,; I 12 10 

193 18 I )2 10 W. HALSE, 

620 19 1 15 0 Commissioner of Crown Land,. 
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T HE following is re-published from the 
!Yew Zealand Gazette for general in­

formation. 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent. -GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

-o-
SATURDAY, 27TH MAY, 1854, 

-o--
The Officer Administering the Govern­

ment opened the General Assembly ,at the 

Council Chamber, at 2 o'clock p. m., when 

His Excellency delivered the following 

ADDRESS, 

Gentlemen of the Assembly,-
On the departure of His B':rcellencv Sir George 

Grey, and during his absence from the co• 
lony, it became my duty as the Senior Military 
Officer in this country, and in obedience to Her 
Majesty's command, to assume the powers and du­
ties of Governor and Commander.in.Chief, and to 
admiuister the Government of these Islands in con­
formity with 1he regulations prescribed for my 
guidance by the Royal Letters Patent and Iustruc, 
tions now in force in that ltehalf. When I entered 
upon the duties of office as the head of the Civil 
'Government of the country, the crowning act for 

giving effect to the measure for granting a Repre­
sentative Conatitution to the colony was still to be 
performed. 

Holding office but temporarily ;-feeling myself 
bound not to embark in any measure which may em• 
barrass the policy or effect the duties of the perma. 
aent Govenor of the country ; and believing that 
statesman-like qualities of a high order are needful 
for conducting to a successful issue the experiment 
in Constitutional Government about to be attempt• 
ed in New Zealand, I might well have shrunk 
from the responsibility of calling together the first 
and most momentoos meeting of ihe General As­
sembly. But possessing the necessary legal au~ 
thority, and seeing that Her Majesty's subjects In 
New Zealaml have a right to the exercise of the 
powers conferred upon them by the British P arlia­
men t, I felt that I ought not to allow consider a• 
tions personal to myself to disappoint their expec­
tations and to delay them inde6nitely in the enjoy­
ment of their constitutional privileges ; and trusto 
iug that under the circumstances under which the 
Government of 1he country has devolved upon my­
self, I may rely upon your friendly co-operation 
and cordial support, I determined to summon, and 
I have this day Loeen allowed the memorable privi­
lege of opening the First Parliament of New 
Zealand. 

Looking to the physical aspect of these Islands, 
-to the irregular and isolated manner in whicli 
they have been colonized and to the existence of a 
numerous and intelligent Native Race, advancing 
in the scale of civilization, but not yet accustomed 
to the exercise of political power, it must be ad­
mitted to be no easy task to devise a constitution 
for New Zealand which shall be adopted to the 
condition and circumstances of the country, and 
which i;bali confer upou. its inhabitants, as om, 
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JJeoplr, and without dis I in cl ion of race, a liberal 
measure of representative self,goveroa.ent. 

A minute examination of the Constitution which 
has rerently been i:ranted to this country will no 
doubt lead to the discovery of defects, and some 
of its more importnnt provisions may_a_lso. be o~en 
to objection ;: but looking to the spmt Ill which 
s constitution has h,en granted to the peovle of 
New Zealand we have rc;ason to believe that fa. 
vourable consideration will be given to their sug• 
gestions for its amendment ; and that any alter­
ation which after experienc~, and on deliberate 
consideration, may br. found to be needed for giv• 
ing free scope to its development, will, so rar . as 
may be consistent with the interests of Her l\laJes• 
tv'• natiYe subjects, be readily conceded by the 
Crown and Parliament,-seeing, however, that it 
confers upon the colonists, on a wide electoral ba• 
•is almost unfettered powers of self Guverntnent­
that it gives to them the power of reg11la tin11: the 
'Bale and disposal of the Waste Lands of the Crown 
-that it empowers·the General Assembly to se• 
cure to the various Provinces, now governed by an 
Elective Legis~ture under an Elective Head the 
disposal of their Revenues, and to mould their po­
litical institutions to the circumstances of the coun• 
try, and that it opens both to the General and to 
the Provincial Legislatures a wide field of practi· 
cal usefulness, their newly acquired charter of Re• 
presentative Government moy well ~eserve a fair 
trial and grateful acceptance from t11e c61ouists of 
New Zealand. 

Although the broad outline of the Constitution 
l1as been pl'escribed by Parliament, a wide field for 
modification and adjustment has been wisely left 
for local legislation. 

As the power of the General Assembly extends 
throu~hout the Islauds-as it is almost without 
limitation or restric1ion, on certain specific subjects 
exclush·e, and in all cases supreme; while the ju• 
risdiction of the local Coancils is, with certain ex. 
ceptions, co•existent with, yet subordinate to, and 
liable to be controlled and modified by the power 
of the General AsseILb!y, it may be desirable that 
at the outset ef your proceeding~, some guiding 
principle should he adopted by which it may be cle. 
termined on which of the sudjects within their 
common jurisdiction, the superior authority should 
t4ke the initiative in legislation ; and under what 
circumstances and to what extent it should exer­
cise its controlling and overriding power in respect 
to laws which may, from time to time, be enacted 
on those subjects by the local Councils, 

To devise a system of legislative action suited 
to the requirements of these Islands-to adapt it 
to the p·culiar circumstai:ces of the country and 
iis people ; and to provide for its harmonious ope­
ration-is a work which may well deserve the atten• 
tioo, and exercise the wisdom and ab 1lity of the 
statesmen of New Zealand. 

and may suggest the gllitling rrinciplc on whidt 
its legislation should proceed, 

In order that the New Zealand !;lands may nl. 
timate:y become one great country; that they may 
be united by a f_ Jing of a common patriotism, be 
sul,ject to one general authority, and governed by 
the same law, thep,,wer of the central Government 
will require to be strengthened and extended ; 
while the legislative authority of the Provinces 
will need at the same time to be rather narrowed 
in i ta range, 

To acccmplish this Important object, maintain 
ing at the same time harmonious relations with the 
local Cuuncila ;-to exercise the overruling power 
of the Assembly, without unduly or prematurely 
interfering with their legislative authority, and in 
matters within their common jurisdiction, so to ex­
ercise the authority of the Assembly, that its le• 
gislative actiou may be viewed by the subordinate 
Legislatures as a welcome interposition, and not as 
an act of uncalled-for iut,rference, is the great 
practical problem to be solved by the General A 1• 

sembly of New Zealand. 
Under the existing difficulties of intercommuni 0 

cation, it would be impossible, a t present to govern 
these Islands efficiently, and in detail, by a single 
central authority ; and although it would under any 
circumstances, be an unwise policy to seek to ceu· 
tre all legislative power in oue General Legislature, 
yet it is essential to ultimate unity, that measures 
should be taken to render communication pra.cti­
cable between the inhabitants of the various Prn• 
vinces, Looking at their isolated position, und tol 
the extensive legislative authority conferred upon 
them, it can scarcely be doubted that if the colo­
nists continue to be cut off from all intercourse 
with one another, they will tend to still further se• 
paration, rather than to national uuion,-that a 
provincial rather than a national feeling, will preQ 
vail amongst them,-that the Provincial rather 
than the General Legislature will be t.he chief ob• 
ject of their interest ; and that their views and sym­
pathies, their patriotism and ambition, will rarely 
extend beyoud the Province in which they may re­
side, To counteract this tendency to Provincial 
isolation, means should be taken to di,cover and 
make practicable for Postal communication, the 
best lines of road betweea the several Province•. 
Post-houses and ferries should ae established along 
the lines of route, and other similar measures 
should be adopted to facilit 1te intercoune between 
their inhabitauts. 

To the same end, also encouragement should be 
afforded to well considered un!lertakings, for esta­
blishing Steam communication between their seve• 
ral ports. Having \he command of the revenues 
of the colony, it will be within the power of the 
Assembly to pro'llote the accomplishment of these 
objects by appropriating towards them an adequate 
portion of the Public Fun<ls. Nor is it oi less im• 
portance that by a careful vi;:ilance and timely in, 
terposition, the Assembly should endeavour to pre• 
vent the growth of au inconvenient diversity of 
Provincial Legislation, and to secure for New Zea• 
land, 011 subjects of importance, a general unifor· 
rnity in the Lllw. 

In the meanwhile, however, and in_ the actual 
condition of the country, in ordtr to secure efficient 
Government for the outlying districts of the Colony, 
to foster in their inhabitants a spirit ofself•reliance. 
and to prepare them for the exercise of still higher 
political priveleges-1 believe that the Provincial 

Seeing that the colony is composed of II namber 
of detached settlemeots, each • rom a.notbel' more 
than 100 miles apart, with no facilities of inter­
communication-planted by various founders, on 
different systems, and each independent of the other 
-with little intercourse between them, either social 
or commercial-with no common sympathy-aRd 
heretofore with oat the slightest bond of union ; see­
ing, too, that each of its several Pov:nces bas been 
invested with large powers of local legislation, it 
will rest v.itb the General Assembly of these Islands 
whether New Zealand ~hall become one great nation 
exercising a commanding influence in the Southern 
Seas, or a collection of insignificant, divided, and 
powerless petty States. 

To mould its various Provinces into one united 
people,-to create amongst them a feeliog of corn• 
mon sympathy, and to inspire them with the pride 
of a common nationality, may well become the 
leading object of the A~sembly of New Zealaud, 

Councils •hould for the present continue to exer• 
cise the powers conferred upon them by the chal'• 
ter-that, subject to a general contribution toward; 
the support uf the central Goveromeut, and in aitl 
of nationd public works, that tile revenues raised 
within each province should for the present be left 
to locai management, and that in matters of local 
interests _the provincial aathorities should be in• 

,v,stecl !n common by one ~e.ncral act of the A;sem . 
bly, with such txecutive nowP.rs as may enable 
them to act promvtly aud efficiently, without the 
.delay of a r?ference to the Governor of the colony. 
Sur.h, I believe, geutlemen, should be the gaidin.,. 
1>olir.y of the Government of New Zealand. " 
. The present co~dition and circamstances of New 
Zealand are happily favorahle to the introduction 
of the represeutative principle into the government 
of t~e country. !'eace p,evails-friendly rela•ions 
con'.mue, to s_uhs1st bet1Veen the two races of Her 
_:"aiesty·s sub1ects. ; and all classes are in tbe en. 
JOyment of material prosperity. Tl,e difficulties 
..xperienced by tile early founders of the colony 
·have long ~e~sed to ex;at, the great demand fo; 
every description of fal'm produce in the Austra, 
lian col_onies hRS had the eff.:ct of demonstratin 
tb_e ai:n~ultural cap•hilities of the country, and 01 
st1mul~t1.ng ~he enterprise of the people, anJ a hope, 
'ful Rnl'.c1pation of fu'.ure prosperity bas been ex• 
P:esS\lo by the Supermtendents of its v:uions pro. 
vuices. 

N?twithstanding the attractions of the neigh. 
hourmg gold fields, the population of New Zealand 
has continued to increase. During the last three 
yeara the revenue has steadily improved, and the 
exports of the colony for the same period have in­
cre11sed with an unexampled r•pidity. 

For the ye~r 1_853 the Population, Customs, Ex­
ports, and Sb1ppmg, were, for the Provinces of 

Anckland •.•. 
New Plymouth 
Wellington •. 
Nelson .••••. 
Canterbury •. 
·Otago ...••• 

Popu• Shippini;, 
lation. Castome. Exports including 

coasters. 
- ----t-. ----

£ £ 
11,000 30 811 125,902 7i7 
2,000 3,31 l 8,613 41 
7,401· 20 740 95,38!) 2~7 
5,148 5.551 45 ,779 G9 
3,895 5,837 14,395 57 
1,800 2,276 6,344 20 

. Th_us it _will appear that, in addition to their na. 
IJve mhab,tants, (estimated to amount to JOO 000 
e_ouls,) these islands havl! now a European oop~la• 
t10n of upwards of 30,000,-tbat their Customs 
Revenue amounted for the past year to nearly 
£?~,000 ; a_nd that the export, for the same period 
armng, too m D? s~tail propor1ion from the pro. 
c~eds of prod~ct1ve mdustry applied t'> the cultiva. 
t,on of the soil, amounted in value to upwards of 
quarter of a million sterling. a 

~l,e descri~tion which has already beet1 given of 
a srngle Provmce, may also be applied to the Co­
lony at lari:e ; and of New Zealand it n1Ry with 
eqa.111 tru_th be ~aid, that ~• actively engaged as are 
ts mbab1tants rn produchve industry-raising al,· 

ready a large excess of food-with a ready market 
close. at hand for all their surplus produce-with 
no rivalr_y betY.een ~be races, hut the pursuit of 
peaceful mdustry-w,th an improving revenue and 
rapidly increasing \fade : it may be doabted whe• 
ther any portion of Her Majesty'• subjects, enjoy 
n more abundaot measure the blessings of peace 

and plenty, or have before them a more ceitain 
prospect of a p rosperoas carter." 

No recent measure of the Imperial Parliament 
.bas probably given more general satisfaction to 
Her Majesty's colonial subjects, or has te11ded more 
powerful!Y ~o cement the bond of union between 
Great Britam a1;d her c_oloniea, than that provision 
of Lhe Const1tut1on which enacts that it shall be 
lawful for the General Assembly of the colony to 
-make laws f?r regulating the sale, Jetting, disposal 
and ~ccupa_llon of the Waste Lands of the Crown. 

Wit~ ~ s1n_gle exc_:eption, almost every method 
of admrn1stertng tlm national propel'ty has within 
the last few years been made the subject of experi• 
-ment ;-Jond the experiment is now to be tried of 

entr11sting- the \V.,ste L~n,ls of N ·w Zealantl to 
th~ disposal nn1l mana~emeat of those who posseu 
loap.1 knowledge and experienc~. and who hue a 
permanent interest in the country ilsdf; -and the 
prohlem of the m~st ail van t,geou1 disposal of the 
De~esne Lands of the Cro1Vn will never prob~bly 
receive a more _s~tisfactory solution, in the juJg~ 
men! or the Br,t1sh colontst, than that which Ji[·e 
the Canstitntion Act of New Zealand, suall' lea;e 
them to be deRlt with by the colouists themselves 

The system of disposing of the waste land, of th; 
colony, already establislieJ untler the authori1y of 
~be Act, ?as 1101v been up,vards of twelve months 
m operation. 

Seein~ that the reduction in their upset price 
called forth. f, om a large body of the colonists the 
expre~sion of their approval-and that aft~1· ha ~ing 
been subjected to the test of experiment the ov i• 
nion of tbe public in. favuur of the alter~d system 
a?pears to hav~ remained unchanged; it wontd be 
d1fli_cult to devise any general unifo1•m mode of dib ■ 
po,rng of the Demesne Lands of the Crown better 
~uited in its main f~atul'e, to this country, o; which 
should be more satisfactory to the colonists them• 
selves, _than the sy~tem established under the Pro■ 
olamatwn of the 4th March, 1853. 

But no general system can be eqaally well 
ada1 ,ted, or can long remain ~aited to the changing 
c,rcumstauces, and to the various and varying con• 
ditions of a country like New Zealand. 

As tue· maintenance of uniformity in the mode 
of disposing of the Wast$ Landa of the colony 
would not seem to be of essential fmportance it 
may be a question_ for the consideration of the As­
sembly whether it would be a wise de!eO'ation of 
their power to authorise the Provincial Co~ncils to 
make laws for regalating the sale, letting disposal 
and occupation of the Waste Lauds o! their re' 
spective Provinces. • 

Such a measure, however, altering as it would 
do, the powers of th_e, Provincial Councils would 
need, under the prov1s1ona of the Constitution A t 
to be reserved for the signification of Her Majestyc ,; 
pleasure. 

It will be competent, however, for the As1embl 
by an Act, which will not require to be reserve~ 
for the_ Royal ass~nt, and w~ich might come into 
immediate operat10n, t~ vest In the Executive Go­
vernment of each Provrnce, the administration of 
ii! Waste Lands and of the proceeds ar i8iog there• 
from, subject to the charges imposed ou the Lan l 
Fund. b_Y the Co~stitutionAct, and on the terms and 
cond1t1ons now m. force for their sale, Jetting, dis­
posal and occupallon. 

Under the existing state of the Law tbe Gover­
nor or the Officer administering the 'Government 
of the colony can alone execute valid convevances 
of the waste Laorls of the Crown-the delay ·which 
must nece•sarily take place between th~ sat~ of 
Land in the distant Provinces, and the execution 
of the Deed o_f Grant by the Governur, cannot fail 
to ?e productive of great public inconvenience. I 
believe that no mearnre would be of more imm 
diate and general utility than an Act of the As e, e. 
bly ~na? ling the Superintendent or some othe: a~: 
thority m e~ch Province, to execute a deed of con, 
veyance of its Waste Lands which should oper t 
as effectually as if such conveyance were a ~;\;~ 
grant of the Demesoe Lands of the Crown. I feel 
assured, however, that whatever legislative act:on 
may ?e taken by t_he Assembly upon so important 
11 sttbJect as the 'd1sp1Jsal and management of the 
Pubh~ Demesne, will be the result of mature deli. 
berat1on,. and ?f ~ com~rehensive consideraiion of 
the quest10ss, ID ,ts various bearings on the fut r 
progress and the permanent interest of the col: e 
at large. ny 

Alth_ouglt the control of the public lands has been 
been given to_ the Colo11111l Legislature, yet it has 
at the eame time bten enacted that " in resp~c-t of 



63 

all sales of any waste lands or the Crown of New 
Zealand, one•fourth part of the sum paid by the 
purchaser, slrnll be pai<I to the New Zealand Com· 
pany, towards the discharge of the sum of 
£268,370 15s. 

Apart from the question of the justness of the 
debt, the policy of attempting to raise so large an 
amount from the settlers of a young colony, not to 
be expended on public works tending to enrich the 
country, to benefit the settler, and to give value to 
his land; but for the purpose of being abstracted 
from the colony bas been questioned. Looking to 
the principle on which a debt was admitted to be 
due to that compnuy-to the amount of the del>t­
und to the circumstances under which its repay• 
ment was secured to them ; the agreement to im -
vose a charge of upwards of a quarter of a million 
sterling upon the public lands of New Zealand has 
been commonly regarded as an arrangement more 
fovournble to the distant members of an Associa­
tion who " have found themselves unable to con­
tinue their proceedings with profit to themselves 
and benefit to the colony" than to the settlers in 
the country itself, who in their own persons, and 
by their own labour, have been doing tbe work of 
its colonizal ion, The circumstances under which 
the Legislature was induced to give its sanction to 
an Act providing that in case the New Zealand 
Company £h ,uld fail in their colonising experi• 
ments in the Province of New Munster, that the 
loss incurred by them in their unprofitable under­
tuking should be charged upon the Waste Lands 
and upon the Colonists of New Zealand at large, 
Lave never been explained. 

It cannot be a matter of surprise that the ex• 
tension of this charge to the Northern District of 
Ne,v Zealand, widely separated as it is from the 
field or the New Zealand Company's operations, 
aud which bas not at any time acknowledged any 
benefit from that body, or any advanti.ge from 
any of their proceedings, should have been made 
the RUbject of repeated remonstrances by the colo• 
nists of the North. 

Jf the facts bad been known to the Legislature, 
that the Crown has acquired little or no waste 
]ands in New Zealand by virtue of its Sovereignty ; 
that nearly the whole of its present Demesne has 
been purchased from the native owners of the soil, 
with moneys raised within the Colony; that the 
land which may in future be needed for the use 
and occupation of British immigrants, must in like 
manner be acquired by purchase from the natives, 
That the chnrge of £268,000 must tend to lessen 
the price to be paid to, and thereby to depreciate 
the property of the native seller, and must at the 
Eame time operate in the nature of a tax upon the 
English buyer; an enactment for making good the 
losses of an English Joint Stock Company at the 
expense of the aboriginal owners of the soil, and of 
the present and future colonists of New Zealand, 
would not have received the 1anction of the British 
Parliament. 

In addition to the repeated remonstrances of the 
colonists themselves, strong representations against 
the imposition of this charge upon the resources of 
the colony have been made to Her Majesty's 
Government by Governol' Sir George Grey, and a 
remonstrance was also 01ade by the Executive Go­
vernment of the Province of New Ulster again,t 
the extension of its operation to the Northern 
District of New Zealand, The subject has now to 
receive the consideration of the Constitutional Re• 
presentatives of the country, and I am not without 
hope that the measures to be taken by the Assem• 
bly iu reference to this debt may yet tie influential 
in effecting its satisfactory adjnstment. 

No provision bas been made by the Constitution 
Act, for regulating the appropriation of the reve­
nues arising in the several P!'ovinces from duties of 
Customs, &c. levied under existing colonial Ordi• 
naRces. But it has been provided, as you are 

a.ware, by the Constitution, that subjE11t to certail\ 
charges imposed upon them, that the revenue& 
which may be raised by the Supreme Legislature, 
shall be subject, in the first instance to be appro­
priated by that body, but that, so far as the As• 
sembly shall not appropriate them, 5uch revenue:; 
shall be divided amongst the several Provinces in 
the proportion in which they shall have been con• 
tributed by them. A careful consideration of the 
provisions of the Act, will probably lead to the 
conclusioa that it was the intention of its framers, 
that the existing revenues of the colony should he 
subject to the like appropriation, hut although such 
may have been the intention of the authors of the 
Constitution, the object bas not, in fact, been ac. 
complished; the provisions of the Act having been 
made to apply, not to the revenue• already arising 
uader Ordinances of the Legislative Council, but 
to future revenues, or in the worrls of the enact• 
ment in question, to the " the revenues arising 
from taxes, duties, rates, and imposts. levied in 
virtue of any act of the General Assembly ;" unless 
some more convenient method should be suggest­
ed for effecting the object, I would recommend for 
your consideration the expediency of passing an 
Act which shall provide that the revenue now 
arising from duties of Customs levied in virtue of 
any colonial ordinance, shall, tor the purpose of the 
Constitution Act, be deemed to be duties, &c., le• 
vied in virtue of an act of the General Assembly. 
As it may be desirable, however, for the adequate 
support of the Provincial Establishments, anu for 
the prosecution of local improvements and public 
works of a Provincial character, that the local 
Legislatures should have some certain funds at 
their disposal for these purposes not liable to he 
suddenly withdrawn, it may probably be deemed 
expedient to provide by an Act of the Assembly, 
that either a fixed amount or a certain proportion 
of the general revenue, arising within eaeh Pro. 
vince shall be periodicaily paid over to the Provin• 
cial Treasury, and be subject to the appropriation 
of tbe Legislature of the Province, . 

The adoption of this course will remove any 
doubt which might otherwise be entertained, as to 
the power of the General and Provincial LegisJa. 
tures tiVer tht> appropriation of the Colonial Reve­
nues; and will give that stability to the financial 
arrangements and to the public undertakings of the 
several Provinces, essential to the efficient admin­
iSt ration of their affairs. 

It may be assumed that the general revenue for 
the current year will amount to £95,600, and that 
the territorial revenue will amount to £104,681, 
making a total of £200,281. 

For the support of the Provincial Establish• 
ments and for local Public Works, the Legislative 
Councils of the various Provinces have appropria• 
ted for the period of twelve months, as follows, 
that is to say, 

Auckland 
Ne\\ Plymouth 
Wellington 
Nelson 
Canterbury 
Otago 

£32,262 
£4,016 

£18,002 
£10,953 
£18,999 
£1,995 

Total,,,. £86,227 
It may be estimated, therefore, that a sum of 

about £114,054 will remain to be disposed of. 
The expense of the Supreme Conrt, banking, 

marriage, registration, Post Office, and other de• 
partments under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
General Assembly, ought I think, to be regulated 
and provided for by the General Assembly ; the ag• 
gregate amount required for the support of thesa 
establishments may be estimated at about £30,437; 
the expenses connected with the General Assem­
bly, salaries of offir.ers, travelling, &c., ei penses of 
the members, printini: and other incidental expen• 
ses, may be estimated ta amount to £3,000 ; and 
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on Account of the New Zealan,l Com11any·s deht I amount of liis sala·v, and for providing for its pay• 
£26,C00, Of 1b~ balance of £51,6 r7, remaining )neut, should not be exercised by the snme author, , 
nfter these-de<lucuon,. _I wonl_d recommend lhe sum tty; whether the. power of appo1n1ing the ,offi­
of £ l 0,000 shoulrl he 11:omed1~tely expended eq•1al• cers connect~d _w,_th the e,tablishments, excepted 
Jy between all the Provinces. 1n perroane11t works I from the JUei•d1ct1on of the Proviocial Councils 
for f,cilitating communication overland between shou:d not, as a general rule, be exercised by th; 
their respective chief tow us, and that a sum of Governor alone, and whether tlie salaries of these 
£6,000 should he . v,,teu towards y,e encourage. \ officer• should not be .paid out of the general reve­
mPnt, as orportun11y rnn! c?cur, or steam commu. nue of the colonv, and thai•too, not by an annunl 
nication between their ~11nc1pal ports. fn tb7 ap• vote, l>ut under the authority of an act of the Gen­
propri•tion of the rcm~1n111g £36,617 for rmn11g'.a· era! A,sembly. 
tion and public wor'-s, .I shall be irlad to he g111d• I . ?n _ce:•a1n of th; subjects within the comrnon 
ed by the recommenda11on of the General Assem• 1 1urud1ct10~ of_ t~e G.eneral.aod.Provinciul Legisl1t• 
bly. . . . . . 1 lures, the m1t1at1ve 10 Leg1Rlat100 will from time 

The exercise of a vigilant superv:swn over the to time, be taken by a siugla Provincial Leo-isla 
legislative pro.credings of the Provincial C,,ut,oils ture. In that case also, the Assembly by a lime]• 
will be oue of the most _import:mt du_ti~s of the li!t~rposition, adopting as far as ma/he, the pro: 
<,eneral A~eemblf, and will requ·re their 1mmed• v1s1olls of the Provinci,'.I Ordinance, and pa-sing a 
iate attention. 1 be whole of the local_ Councils 

I 
gene~al _law on th~ sul>!ect, may prevent a uselefs 

have already .met for the despatch of b•· mess, aud mull1phc1ty and d1vermy of laws. Amongst othe 
hwe paesed a vi· ia.y of useful and nece.srry laws, recent local acts, a law has been enacted by th r 
copies of which w'!I h~ le.id .tie ore yo?· l~a<.ng Legislature of the Province of Auckland on th: 
,egard to ultimate. ur form1ty, ~ert n ~t there suhject of Foreign Seamen; and by the Province 
enactm~nts will requ11·. your espec,:l a ent1on. It of Wellington, an Act has been passed for autl\o, 
w 11 probably be found that the Or, ,nances enacted rising the formation of "Mixed Partnerships·" it 
by some of 1!1e Ice l co~1cils for transferring the would, no doubt, bP. competent for each or' the 
powers heretofore e~erc,sed by the Gover~or of the other Provincial Council~ to pass a law to prevent 
colony to the Sup nntend ,t of the Prov1 ,,e, vest the desertion, and to pumsh the mi 0 cocdurt of Fo• 
in that officer a wider extent of exect••;vp ·:iri,dic- reign Seamen, and .also to regulate the Jaw of 
tioa.than is con&ist~nt with the fst111t ,nment of Partnership, yet it would be more convenient that 
ultimate unilf, and of an efficient central authori• instead of •ix different laws, tbere should on, such 
ty. Instead of exercisi.ng "1e powrr of disallowunce subjects, be oue general law, kQown to b; in force 
vested in the Governor v I Conslitulion, I have for the Islands of New Zealand. '£he enactment 
prefer~td to lea ye for_ the ~ .e~t_ th~se loc~I Ac by the ~ssembly of a ~eneral law, based upon the 
to their vperallons, m th" ao .. c1pal!on h~t the sug,;e~t,on and txperience of the Province, which 
Ass,mhly will sub6titute 01Je geoer· enactment for has already legislated on the subject, would secure 
e'l the Provinces,_ giv.ng to the head of each Pro- foture uniformity, a~d might, I thiuk, be ju;tly re­
vince such ex• cut1ve power and authoi.ty as, a1,er I g11rded. by the colonrsts st large, as a salutary and 
c~reful del'heration may be deeroe,l necessary for timely exercise by the Supreme Legislature of its 
securing 1·,e prompt and efficieut conduct of Pro- contrnlling Legislative power. 
vincial Gover.1rnent. It will probably he found The same observation applies, but with ~reater 
that on other subjects also, es the appropriation of force, to an Act passed by the.Councjl of this Pro­
fees, fines, and -penalties, several of the Provinces vince, providing for the execution of Deeds and 
have simultaneously passed an enact~ent with the for other purposes relating to real pror.ert,:. '.["her~ 
same object, and ou the _same ~ul>Ject, _but each is scarcely any subject on which diversity or, uncer­
ditfering from another; 1t may m some rnstances ta;ntY is more carefully to be gqarded against lhan 
be within the power of the Assembly by adopting in the law relating to real property. It 1wµulil 
and consolidating the provisions of the several lo· by no means tend to facilitate the tran~fer of ldllcls 
cal Jaws, at once to substitute one_ geue_rnl l~w on if, in time IQ coUJe, the title to such property shall 
the suhject, and thus to secure untfornnty without be found to depend upon what was .the particu'ar 
any undue interference with ,he freedom of Prov in• . law at a certain time in a particnlar district of .New 
cial legislation. Zealand, as to the execulion of a particular de-

It will appear also, from an examination of their scription of legal instrument. Seeing the expense, 
Jegisla1ive proceedings, that by some_ of the Pro- uncertainty, and delay which has been experienced 
vinces, the sal~ries of officers (Registrars of the in England in the transfer cf real property, arising 
Supreme Court, &c.) whose appoi11tment is vested from the existence in different parts of the country 
exclusively in the Governor of the colony, have of a variety of laws, customs, and esages relatiug 
been provided for by a vote of the Provincial to this subject, it may be doubted wheLber the 
Council, tbat the power of appointing offie.ers be- Provincial Councils of New Zealand ouo-1,t not not 
Jo

11
i;ing to tbe establishments under the exclusive only to have been prohibited from maki~g an/ law 

legislative authority of the Genel'al Assembly, has for " regulating the course of loberitauce," but 
also, by some of the local Councils, been given to al~o from making any alteration whatever in the 
the Superintendent of the Province; and that the l•w of real property, or in the transfer thereof; 
salaries of these officers also, have been borne on and It is matter for consideration whether such a 
the Provincial Estimates. It can scarcely be either prohibitory measure should not be enacted by a 
sound in principle, or convenient in prucllce, that law ef the General Assembly, The same Act al•o 
the Resident Magistrates, or any other ~u~lic offi• contains a provision which may not improbably 
cers, should be thus dependent on two d1snnct au- suggest to the Assembly the expediency of making 
thorities, a still more exte11sive alteration in the law, The 

The Registrars of the Supreme Court can be ap• object of the enactment to which I refer is to sim­
pointed only by the Crown or by the Goyernor, p1ify the mode of releasing a title to dower by mar. 
provisionally in the name of the Cro,vn: the Court lied women. I believe it will be found that the 
of Judicature to which these officers belong is right to dower, which by law attac~ to lands and 
expressly extepted from the jurisdiction of Province tenements, of which the husband may at any time 
cial Legislation; and it cannot be fitting that tbe have been seized during marriage, has ceased to be 
due maintenance ofan institution, established for of practical benelit to the wifo or widow of the 
the henefit of the community at large, should be owners f while it occasions considerable expense 
left to depend upon the ann11Hl rnte of tlle council and delay iu the 111iena1ion of real estate, I l>elieve 
of a province. I would suggest, therefore, for the that a considerable modification of this ancient 
consideration of the A&sembly, wuethcr the power right may be effected, without injury to individual 
of.ap.poiutillg a public officer, of determining the intere•ti, anu that the enactment of a law ,~ - •· 



widow shall not be entitled to dower except of 
lands and tenements of which her husband was ac­
tually seized at the time of bis decease, would ma­
terially faeilitate the transfer of real property in 
New Zei.laod, and simplify the law relating 
thereto. 

The unsatisfactory state of the Law for regula• 
ting Marriages in New Zealand, will probably be 
brought under your notice with a view to its 
amendmenti The Ordinance passed by the Colo­
nial Legislature in the Session of 1851, may not 
have been sufficiently stringent in its provisions for· 
securing due publicity. It will be fortunate ho W• 

ever for the colony, if the Assembly shall succeed 
in de,·ising a measure with that object, which shall 
Jess disturb the good feeling which has hitherto 
subsisted in this country between the various reli• 
gious denominations-wbicb sball be less open to 
objection as creating invidious distinctions between 
tbem-which shall interfere less with existing 
usages, and which at the same time, shall be more 
efficient in its provision than tbe . disallowed Ordi, 
nance of 185 I, 

The difficulty which ha3 recently arisen in car­
rying into effect the puniahment of transportation 
owing to the want of ,ome convenient Pendl Set• 
tlement, to which convicted felons may now be 
sent, will render it necessary that some other 
sy1tem of secondary punishments should be devised 
in the place of transportation, If the Assembly 
aboulil not be able, during the present SeBBion, to 
mature,}\ measure of. a permanent character for the 
amendment of the criminal code, I would recom­
mend that a temporary Act should be passed, 
providing that the convicts, who now are, and 
who hereafter may be under sentence of tranapor• 
talion, shall be kept in penal servitude, and 
employed at hard labour on tae roads, or other 
useful public works, within the limits of the colony 
itself. 

Other subjects may not unprobably be brought 
under your consideration in the course of tbe ensu■ 
ing Session, To decide, however, upon _the most 
advantageous apportionment of Legislative power 
between the Supreme Legislature and the subordi◄ 
nate local Councils, and to mature the necessary 
subsidiary measures for securing its practical 
adjustment may be expected to occupy a large 
portion of the First Session of the General Asaem-· 
bly, I have for that reason occupied myself for 
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the most part in endenvourio<Y to demonstra te the 
necessity _for the adoption by !he Assembly of some 
well considered course of policy; and in suggest­
ing a general outline or wh~t I believe that policy 
should be; and I have directed your attention 
only to tl!ose special measures of immediate impor~ 
tance which appear to be needed for effecting that 
object, It will be competeut however for any 
member of the Assembly to originate and introduce 
any Legislative measure of a practical cbuacter 
which may appear to him to be required for the 
alteration or amendment of the L~w, and I shall be 
prepared cordially to cooperate wit_h the Assembly 
m any measure for that object, which the interest 
of the Public may be found lo require. 

A great work then, gentlemen, now lie3 before 
you. To confirm by your prudence and moderation 
the fitnesa of our countrymen for Representativ~ 
Self government and Free lnstitutions,-to preserve 
and to adunce in tb.e scale of civiliza !ion the 
Native Inhabitants of these Islands-to develope 
the resources of a country rich in all the elements 
of future national greatness-to be the pioneers for 
its coloniza~ion b)'. the ~~glo Saxoa Rice-to lay 
the foundation of its religious, political and social 
!nstitutions-to give laws to the pres~nt and to 
mnuence the character of a future generation wilt 
be the rare privilege, and the noble duty ;f the 
new formed Parliament of New Zealand. Enterin" 
the_u, as we are about . to do, on the clischarg; 
of important and responsible duties, 0elieviug that 
our example and that the character of our proceed• 
ings will be influential in after times, and on thosa 
who shall succeed us-and seeing in this Assem• 
hlage the germ of what will one day be the Great 
Council or a Great Nati~n, I cannot conclude my 
address on opening the first session of the General 
Assem~ly of these Islands, without the expression 
of an earnest prayer, that the DiYine Blessing may 
direct and prosper all our consultations-that 
all things m3y be so ordered aed settled upon the 
best and surest fouaclation-that peace and happi­
ness, truth and justice, religion and piety, may be 
established amongst us for all generations, 

(Signed) R. H, WYNYARD, 

Officer Adminl&tering the Go,ernment. 

Council Chambers, 
27th May, 18:i4, 
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Crown Lands' Office, 
New Plymouth, 8th J une, 1854. 

following Tender for the repair of 
Land and Survey Offices, as per 

tion, has been accepted. 
95 0 0. WILLIAM SPURDLE. 

W. HALSE, 
Commissioner of Crown Lantls. 

[ EW PLYMOUTH. 

ew Plymouth, being Rural Lands, 
1854, inclusive. 

Purnhaser, Amount in 
:ash received. 

~------- -----

\v rgt:ed) W. HALSE, 
Commissioner of Crown Lands. 


