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Crown Lands' Office, 
New Plymouth, 3rd February, 1855. 

T ENDERS will be received at this Of­
fice until 2 p.m. of Saturday the 17th 

instant for the survey of Land in the Grey 
and Omata districts, including portions of 

the Huatoki, Hecui, and Mangorei streams, 

at per chain for forest, bush, and fern. 

Further information may be obtained at 

the Survey office. 

W. HALSE, 

Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

Superintendent's Office, 
2nd February, 1855. 

N OTICE-1 have appointed 
JAMES RITCHIE, Esq., 

to be Clerk to the Bench of Magistrates 

for this l'rovince; The appointment to 

date from the 30th September 1854. 

CHARLES BROWN, 

Superintendent, 

NOTICE. 

SUBJECT to the approval of t.he Pro• 
vincial Council, I have appomted 

JAMES RITCHIE, Esq., 
to be Assistant Clerk of Council, The ap• 

pointment to date from the 30th Septem­

ber 1854, 
I. N. WATT, 

Speaker. 

NOTICE. 

Superintendent's Office, 
3rd February, 1855. 

IN exercise of the powers in me vested 

for this purpose I hereby appoint the 

Enclosure newly made on Section No. 21 

in the Omata. block, which Enclosure ad­
joins the Omata. Inn and abuts on the pub­
lic Road, to be a. Public Pound. And I 

hereby appoint 
THOMAS BARNABAS LETHBRIDGE, Publican, 

to be Keeper of such Pound, 
CHARLES BROWN, 

Superintendent. 

Printed by G, W. WooN f~r the Provincial Government. 

NEW ZEALAND 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
FOR THE 

P R O V I N C E OF N E lV P L Y JI O U T H. 

~ AU Public Notifications which appear in this Gazette, with any O.fll cial Sig• 

nature thereunto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made to those 

persons to whom they may relate, and must be obeyed acco1·dinr;ly. 

CHARLES BROWN, Superintendent. 

VoL. III. NEW PLYMOUTH, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1855, [No. 8. 

NOTICE. 

IN exercise of the power in me vested for 

this purpose by a.n Ordinance of the 
Snperintendent and Provincial Council of 

New Plymouth passed in this present Ses­

sion of the said Council, intituled, "An 

Ordinance to provide for the maintenance 
of Public Works within the Province of 

New Plymouth," I hereby constitute the 

following Districts for the purposes of the 
said Ordinance. viz -

No. 011 Flan Quantity. Purchaser, 
exclusive of road a!Jowance 

Grey 
7'}1 
779 
792 
802 

Omata. 
93 

107 
Grey 
783 
784 
795 

Omata 

acres 
75 
75 

200 
200 

100 
300 

200 
200 
200 

R. & J. Gilmour 
A. Campbell 
R. & J. Gilmour 
H. H. Turton 

P. Inch 
J. C, Sharland 

C, W. Richmond 
H. A. Atkinson 
H. R. Richmond 

100 240 C, Davy , 
1st District-All lands North East of the 5th District-All Lands lying between the 

Waiwakaiho, eis far as the Ma.ngoraka. Huatoki and the Paritutu Line to the 

2nd District-All Lands between the Wai­

wakaiho and Henui, and to seaward of 

the great Native Reserve on the Mango­
rei Road. 

3rd District-All Lands lying hetween tbe 

Waiwakaiho and Henui, not included in 

the 2nd District, except such newly pt1r­

chased Lands within the said limits (if 

any) as a.re hereinafter particularly spe­
cified. 

4th District-All Lands lying bttween the 

Henui anu Huatoki, below the juncti:!n 
of the Huatoki-iti, including the whole 

of Section No. 776, Grey Block, together 

with the following newly purchased 
lands, 

point where the latter first crosses the 
II uatoki, -together with Section No. 778, 

Grey Block, and th~ following newly . 
purch..,sed lands. 

No. on Plan Quantity. Purchaser. 

O'llata 
76 
83 
84 
85 
87 
88 
90 
89 
91 
94 
95 
97 
99 

e~clusivc of road allowance 
acres 
100 
120 
100 

50 
100 
100 
200 
200 
100 

50 
50 
50 
60 

W. M. Burton 
W. Watkin 
J. Newland 

ditto 
H. W. Leatham 
J. Dunn 
T. W. Richardson 
A. King 
A. Kescel 

ditto 
G. Jordan, Junior 
A. Kescel 
C, Davy 
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6th District-All Lands in the Omata Block 
within the following boundary' viz. :­

The Paritutu line from the sea to the i~­
land angle of section No. 54, thence. rn 

a westerly direction along the south .side 
of No. 54, thence in a southerly direc• 

tion along the east sides of sections Nos 

79 d 81 thence in a westerly direc­an .. , 
tion along the south side of No. 81, 
thence in a southerly direction along 

the east side of No. 86, thence in a 

westerly direction along the south side of 
No. 86, thence d,own the Ngakaranui to 

its junction with the Tapuae, thence down 
the Tapuae to the boundary of the Omata 

block, thence down the said boundary to 

the sea. 
7th District-The following newly pur­

chased lands, 

No. on Plan Quantity. Purchaser. 
exclusive of road allow1u1ce 

Oma ta acres 
80 50 
92 _ 50 

}Ok 100 
102 50 
109 50 
110 50 
Ill 50 
l 12 50 
115 100 
116 100 

I • • 

100 
100 
100 
100 

A. McKellar 
ditto 

E. Movie 
R. Su,;r 
C. H, Schnackenberg 
T. Hewitt 
A. Remington 
W. Mata katea 
W. M. Cromptot1 
H. H. Turton 
C; Dav-y 
T. Ibbotson 
C. Davy 
D. Brown 
F. Norris 

ditto 

veral Districts under the said Ordha•, ce 
shall be held as follows, viz ., 
For the Town District, at the Court ' 1sr 

in the 'fo\vn uf New Plymon•.!, , o., tfa­
turday the 17th day of February iustaut, 
at 4' o'clock, pm. 

For the Second District, at the Court House, 
in the Town of New Plymouth, .,n t',a­
turday the 24th day of February iustant, 
at 4 o'clock p .m. 

For the Third Di:trict, at the ::,: hip Hotel, 
in the Town of New Plymouth, on Sa­
turday the 24th day of February instant, 
at 4 o'clock, p.m. 

For the Fourth District, at the Taranaki 
· Hotel, in the Town of New Plymouth, 
on Saturday the 24th day o( February 
instaut, at 4 o'clock p.m. 

For the Fifth District, at the Seven Stars 
Hotel, in the Town of New Plymouth, 
on Saturdav the 24th day of February 
instant, at 4. o'clock, p.m. 

For the Sixth District, at the Omata Inn, · 
in the District of Omata, on Friday the 
23rd day of February instant, at 4 
o'clock p.m. 

For the Seventh District, at the Omata Inn, 
in the District of Omata, on Saturday the 
24th instant, at 4 o'clock, p.m. 

CHARLE:3 BROWN, 
Superintendent. 

Superintendent's Office, 
7th February, 1855. 

98 
82 
78 

106 
103 
104 
105 

75 
100 
100 
200 
100 
100 

T. White & J. Shaw 
r.. Davy 

;\ SPECIAL ME!:;Tl1'G of the Justices 
r\. of the Peaee for the Province of 

New Plymouth, will be holden at the Re­
sident Magistrate's Court at New Ply mouth 
on Tuesday the sixth day of March next, at 
twelve o'clock noon, for the purpose of 
forming a Militia List for the ensuing year. 

JOSIAH FLIGHT, /V 
Resident Magistrate. 

F. Burchell 
:F. U. Gledhill 
A, Kescel 

Resident Magistrate's Court, 
New Plymouth, February 7, 1855. 

//' 

60 
100 C. Davy GENERAL AN'IUAL LICEN.SING 

MEETING. 
8th District-All Lands South West of the 

boundary of the Omata block, 

This Notice is published with the appro• 
val of the Provincial Council. 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent. 

Superintendent's Office, 
7th February, 1855. 

NOTICE. 

W HEREAS by the seventh section of 
the Ordinance of the Province, 

Session 2 No. 9, intitu led an Ordinance to 
provide for the maintenance of Public 
Works within the Province of New Ply­
mouth" it is enacted that a General Meet­
ing of the Electon for each district consti­
tuted for the purposes o_f the said Ordinance 
shall be convened in the month of Feb1u­
ary in the year 1855,. and in the month of 
May in every succeedrng year, on such day 
and at such place as for the respective dis­
tricts shall be appointed by the Superinten­
dent by Notice published in the Govern­
ment Gazette of the Provine!.', 

Now therefore I do hereby appoint that 
General Mtetings of the Electors for these• 

NOTICE is hereby given that the An­
nual Licen;ing Meeting of the Jus• 

tices of the Peace for the Province of New 
Plymouth will be holden at the Resident 
Magistrate's Court at New Plymouth on 
Tuesdav the 17th day of April next at 12 
o'clock· noon, for the purpose of taking in­
to consideration applications for Licenses to 
sell Spirituous Liquors, Wine, Ale or_ Beer. 

All applications must be lodged with the 
Clerk to the Benrh on or before Tuesday 
the third dfly of April next. 

JAMES RITCHIE, 
Clerk to the l:lench of Magistrates. 

Resident Magistrate's Court, 
New Plymouth, Febru,try 8 th, 1855. 

NOTICE is hen-by giv~n that a Special 
[ Meeting of the J ust1ces of the Peace 

for the Provinre of New Plymouth will be 
ho lden at the Resident Magistrate's Court 
at New Plymouth on TtH·sday the 6th d~y 
of March-next at twe ,ve o'clock noon, for 
the purpose of receiving app lications for 
the transfer of Publican's Licenses. ✓ 

J.uJE , JU 'lCHIE, 
Clerk to the Bench of ,\lag1strales, 

Resident Magistrate's Court; 
New Plymouth, 8th February, 1855. 

" 

NEW ZEALAND 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
FOR THE 

P R O V I N C E OF N E W P L Y JI O U T ff, 

UulJlh;fJelJ bp \autfjorttp. 

~ AU Public Notifications which r.ppear in this Gazette, with any Ojfi cial Sig• 
nature thereiinto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made to those 

pers~ns to whom they may relate, and must be obeyed accordingly. 

" CHARLES BROWN, Superintendent. 

. . . \rt " 

VoL. III. ~NEW-.PLYMOUrH, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 1855. 
' ' 

[No. 4. 

IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY 
QUEhN VICTORIA. 

SESSION II., No. 1 I. 

AN ORDINANCE 
TO AMEND THE IMPOl"NDING AND CATTLE TRESPASS ORDINANCE. 

Title. 4. 391h Section of Impounding Ordinance explain• 

Preamble. ed in relation to tethered Cattle, 
1 , I. 10th, 29th, and 3Dth Sections ·of Impounding 5 p J • ower to ustices to remit Penal ties accidentally 

Ordinance repealed. 

2 . Pfnalty for cattle wandering in Streets and 
Roads, • 

3. Cattle W;1 ndering in Street~ and Roads may be 
impounded. 

incurred, 

6. Fees for driving Catlle to Pound, 

7. Ordinance incorporated with Impounding Or• 
dinance, 

AN ORD TN ANGE to amend the Impound- provide for the summary recovery of com-

ing and Cattle Trespass Ordinance. pensation for damage done by Cattle tres-

Whereas by the tenth section of an Ordi- passing" it is enacted "that if any cattle shall 

nancr of the Superintendent and Provincial be found wandering at large or depasturing 

Council of the Province of New Plymouth without license in any road, street, or pub­

intituled " An Ordinance to authorise and lie place within any district of the Pro­

regulate the Impounding of Cattle and to vince in which the Native title shall have 



been extinguished, the owners thereof shall 

forfeit aod pay, by way of Penalty, for 

every head of Cattle so wandering or de• 

pasturing in any road, street, or public 

place within the limits for the time being 

of the Town of Kew Plymouth, any sum 

not exceeding five shillings, and not less 

than two shillings and sixpence, and for 

every head of cattle so wandering or depas• 

turing in any road, street, or public place 

in any other part of the districts last afore­

said, any sum not exceeding two shillings 

and sixpence, and not less than sixpence. 

And the said cattle may by any person be 

impounded for the said Penally, and the 

like notices shall be given by the person 

impounding the same, and hy the Pound­

keeper, as in ll•e cafe of caltle impounded 

for trespass upon private lands. Or such 

penalties may be proceeded for in a sum­

mary way." And whereas by the 29th 

section of the said Ordinance it is enacted 

"that the keeper of every such Pound shall 

erect and maintain, i11 some conspicuuus 

pa1't of- the said Pou 1)d, a board having 

pa.in-te.d thereon, in legible b la-ck characters, 

on a white ground, a Table of all such !aw­
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for every day be shall knowingly suffer any 

false statement to remain on the board, the 

sum of fi1•e shillings." And whereas by 

the 39th section of the said Ordinance it is 

enacted that "Every person who after the 

first day of June, one thou8and eight hun• 

dred and fifty-four, shall turn out or depas• 

ture any cattle upon any land within the 

present or future limits of the Town of 

New Plymouth, rfot enclosed by a substan­

tial and sufficient fence, whether such land 

be or be not in hiJ lawful occupation, shall 

day by day, and for every day on which 

such cattle shall be so turned out or de­

pastured, forfeit and pay the sum of ls, for 

every head of cattle so turned out or de­

pastured. Provided that such Penalty 

shall not be incurred by any person ]aw­

fully depasturing cattle upon Crown Lands 

within tl1e aforesaid l_imits," 

Be it enacted by the Superintendent of 

the Province of New Plymouth, with the 

Advice and Consent of the Provincial Coun­

cil thereof, as follows-

1. The 10th, 29th, and 30111 sections of 
the said Ordinance shall be and the same 

are hereby repealed, 
fol fees and charges as he may be by the said 
Ordinance authorised to demand, have, and re- 2. If any Cattle shall be found wander­

ceive, together with all fixed rates of damage." ing at largP, or depasturing without license, 

And whereas by the 30th section of the (whether loose or tethered,) in any Hoad, 

said Ordinance it is enacted "that every street, or Public place within any District 

such keeper, as aforesaid, w-ho shall fail to of the Province in which the Native Title 

ere-ct the said Board, and to keep and main- ~hall have been extinguished, the owners or 

tain the same in proper repair after it has persons having charge thereof shall forfeit 

been erected, or to make any lawful altera- and pay, by way of penalty, for evt>ry head 

tion therein which may afterward, become of Great. Cattle so found wandering or depas~ 

necessary within a reasonable time after the luring any sum not exceeding five shilling, 

said alteration ought to be made, or shall an d not less than two shillings and sixpence, 

knowingly paint, or cause to be painted any and for every head of Small Cattle so found 

false statement thereon, shall forfeit and pay wanderiog or depasluring, any sum not ex­

for every day that such board shall not be ceeding two shiliings and sixpence and not 

erected, (except during such reasonable less than sixpence-so thal the total amount 

t;me as the same shall be taken down for of the penalty for each offence do in no case 

alteration or repair,) and for every day th:it exceed the sum of Fifty ShillingM. 

such board shall not be maintained in pro 4 3. Cattle so found wandering or depas­

per tepair', or lawful alte-ration~ be not made turing may by a ,,. person be impounded .; 

afte11 a reasonable t-ime for niaking the same and the hk 0 rotices shall rn such ca~e be 

respectively shall have elapsed as aforesaid, given by the person impounding the same, 

the sum of two shillings and sixpence, and and by the Poundkeeper, as in the case of 
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caH1 • e impounded for a trespass upon private 
lands . and th . d' cape, or lo pursue after and secure the 

' e Impoun 1:ig of such cattle cattle, 
s·hall not take away nor affect the liability 
of the owner 1 . 6 Eve • f or person 1avrng charge . • ry occupier o land who shall have 
t~iereof to the penalty imposed by this Or- imp·o und'e d cattle on his O\vn land pu1suant 
d1uance. to the 8th section of the recited Ordinan<1e 

~• For removing or obviating doubts and shall have detained such ca1tle for the 

w h1ch have arisen, or may atise at to th space of thirty-six hours or upwards shall 
meaninrr of th th· t . ' e be entitled lo recover from th ' . " e Ir y-nrnth section of the • e owner or 
,a:id Ordinance in relation to tethered cat- person having charge of such cattle for 
tle, Be it declared and enacted th t drivin_g such cattle or causing the saC:e to 

a no per- b d h 
son does nor shall incur any Penally under e riven t en<:e to lhe nearest or most ac-

the same enactment by securely tethering cessible Public Pound, at and after the fol­

cattle on unfenced lauds in his own lowing rate, that is to s,;1y : For every mile 

lawful occupation, hut in all other cases the of the distance lo such public Pound at and 

penalties imposed by the same enactment , af ter the rate of one penny for tvery head 

do and shall at-tach in respect of tethered of sh'eep, and threepence for every head of 

catthi, equally as in respect of loose cattle. other cattle. Provided that the sum paya-

5, Upon any information or complaint ble shall never be less than one shiliing nor 
for any ff . exceed five shillings for every mile o! th 

. o ence agarnst the provisions oft he • d d. e 
~a1d Ordiuance or of this present Ordinance sa.1 ,stance; and where the distance shall 

ln respect of cattle unlawfully at large or be less than one mile, or shall exceed auy 

unlawfully depasturing, it shall be lawful who_le number of miles by some fraction of 

for the Justice or Ju11tices before " h h a mite, such fraction of a mile shall reckon 
,v om l e· as a full ·1 A d h 

~ame shall be hei!rd to dillmiss th . m1 e, n t e amount claimed 
. . h e same,, for driving cattle to Pound shall 1•11 
upon sue terms as to payment of costs as every 
he or they shall think fit, if the Defendant case be specified in the written statement t 
sb II b b be furn_ished to the Poundkeeper by theo 
. a . e a le to adduce evidence to the sat-
1sfact10n of such Justice or Justices that th person Impounding. Provided also that it 
Cattle in re-pect of which C I . _e shall be lawful for the Superintendent b 

omparnt1s offi r. h 'y 
made, broke loose or escaped through acci n l ca nm lD t e Government Gaulle ofth 
dent o th h h Province, from time to time t • e r roug t e ne.glioence or th o Increase, re-
f 

e e wrong- d th 
ul or malicious act of any person ( th uce, or o erwise vary the said Fees and 

than the Defendatit him1,elf 1 . . 
0 

er, charges as occasion may require, 
. . , lls agents, bai-

liffs, or servants) in leaving· 7 Th· open any gate: • Is Ordinance shal! he deemed and 
-OT . bars, o'r breaking down any ,, t k c . ,ence, or a l'n to ,orm part of the recited O d' 
t'ak1ng up any picket or teth . r IIlance, errng peg, and and the Penalties and p • • 
also ihat there was no default . rovmons hereby 
<>f the Defendant his on ~~e part I~posed and herein contained shall be con-

. ' agents, ha1hffs, or ·s1dered to be imposed by a d 
servants lil neglecting t n contained fo 

o prevent such es- the ret:it'ed' Ordinance. 

Passed the Provincial Council the twent J 
:fthd dady ofdJ anuary' one thousand eig1~ 

un re an fifty five. I. NEWTON WAT'P, 
Speaket• 

Assented lo on behalf of the G h 
h• ~mmteJ t. uteenth <lily of Febtuary one t1101r. 

eight hundred t\nd fifty five . sand CHARLES BROWN 
' Superintendent, 



130 

NOTICE. 

W HEREAS by the seventh secti~n of 
the Ordinance of the Province, 

Session 2, No, 9, intituled "An Ordinance to 
provide for the maintenance of Public 
Works within the Province of New Ply­
mouth" it is enacted that a General Meet­
ing of the Elector~ for each district consti­
tuted for the purposes of tht: said Ordinance 
shall be convened in the month of Feb1u­
ary in the year I 855, and in the month of 
May in every succeeding year, on such day 
and at such place as for the respective dis­
tricts shall be appointed by the Superinten­
dent by Notice publi~hed in the Govern­
ment Gazette of the Province, 

. as is specified in Schedule A annexed to the 
said Ordinance, Proi11ded always that it, 
should be lawful for the Superintendent by' 
notification in the Go vernment Gazette of 
the Province from time to time to increase, 
reduce, or otherwise vary the said fe es; 
And whereas by the said ~chedule it i., pro­
vided that the mm payable to the Pound ~ 
keeper for sending ,,olice of the I mpound­
ing of Cattle to the owner or person having 
charge thereof sho~ld be at and after the 
rate of one shilling per mile for every mile 
of the di,tance of the residence of such 
owner from the pound. Now I do he ,eby 
appoint and notify that where such distance 
shall be less than one mile or shall exceed 
any whole number of miles by some frac-

Now therefore I do hereby appoint that 
General Meetings of the Electors for the 
Districts under the said Ordi:iance here• 
inafter mentioned shall be held as follows, 

viz ., 

tion al part of a mi IP, the fracdonal part of 
a mile shall be reckoned and charged for as 
a full mile under the last recited provision 
of the said Ordinance. 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent. 

For the First District, at the Barn on Mr. SuperintendP11t's Office, 
N . Reed's farm, in the Hua block, 011 17th February, 1855. 
Saturday, the 24th day of February, in-

stant, at 4 o'clock •P• m , 

For the Eighth District, at the Residence 
of R. Greenwood, Esq., on Section No. 
20 in the Tataraimaka block, on Satur­
day, the 24th day of February, instant, 
at 4 o'clock, p. m. 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent. 

Superintendent's Office, 
17th February, 1855. 

NOTICE. 

W HEREAS by the seventh s_ection of 
the Ordinance of the Provmce Ses­

sion I, No. 8, intituled ·' An Ordinance to 
authorise and regulate the Impounding of 
Cattle and to provide for the summary re­
covery of compensation for damage done by 
cattle trespassin 1t " it is enacted that the 
fees to be taken and charged by any Pound 
keeper as and for the Pound Fees should be 

NOTICE. 

1717 HERE AS by the Ordinance of the 
f 't' Province, Session I, No. s; inti­

tuled " An Ordinance to authorise ano re­
gulate the Impounding of Cattle and 10 pro­
vide for the summary recovery of compen­
sation for damage done by cal tle trespass­
ing" it is enacted that certain Notices for 
the purposes of the said Ordinance should 
be posted in some conspicuous place to be 
appointed for that purpose by the Superin-
1endent in the vicinity of each Pound-Now 
I do hereby appoint and notify that, as re­
spects the Pound at Omata, the place for 
posting any Notice nquired by the said Or­
dinance to be posted in the vicinity thereof, 
shall be the side of the Om'lta Inn, next to 

the said Pound. 
CHARLES BROWN, 

Superintendent. 
Superintendent's Office, 

17th February, 1855, 

Printed by G. W. WovN for the Provincial Government., 

NEW ZEALAND 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
FOR THE 

P R O V I N C E OF N E W P L Y M O IJ T B, 

UulJUsbelJ bp ~utJJoritp. 

(l::3"' All Public Notifications which appear in this Gazette, with any Ojfl cial Sig • 
nature thereunto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made to thos, 
f'Crsons to whom they may relate, and must 'l,e obeyed accordingly. 

CHARLES BROWN, Superintendent. 

VoL, III. NEW PLYMOUTH, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 1855, (No. 5, 

New Plymouth, March 5th 1855, 
SJR,-We the undersigned inhabitants 

of New Plymouth hereby request Your 
Honor to call a Public Meeting to take into 
consideration the present unprotected state 
of this settlement. 

We have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS KING M. H. R. 
R. BROWN 

H. L. REDHEAD 

P. IMLAY 

J. WATSON 

Enw ARD DoRSET 

F. u. GLEDHILL M, H. R. 
WILLIAM GRAY 

THOMAS STANDISH 

JAMES YEMS 

w. BAYLY 

JcsIAs HosKIN, 

To His Honor The Superintendent, 
New Plymouth, 

lo compliance with the above requisition 
I hereby convene a Public Meeting of the 
Inhabitants of this Province to be holden 
at the Masonic Hall on Saturday next the 
10th instant at 4 o'clock p.m. for the pur• 
pose of taking into consideration the pre­
sent unprotected state of this Settlement, 

CHARLES BROWN, 

Superintendent's Office, 
6th March, 1855. 

Superinternlent. 

Superintendent's Office, 
7th March, 1855. 

THE following correspondence which 
ha:i been laid before the Provincial 

Council, with the Resolutions adopted 
thereon by that body, are published for 
general information, 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent, 

208 Colonia I Secretary's Office, 
. Aucklaad, 29th July, 1854, 

S,r,-1 have the honor by directi11n of His Ex­
cel}ency the Officer administering the Government 
to 1aform you that the Government hue received a 
letter from Hone Ropiha, a Native Assessor and 
one of the principal chiefs of the New Plymouth 
Province, reqnesting that a Gairison of Troop• 
should be quartered there, and His E:rcellency 
would feel obliged to your Honor if you would fa• 
vour him with your opinion on this subject. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 
ANDREW SINCLAIR, 

Colonial Secretary, 
His Honor 

The Superintendent New Plyrooutb. -253 Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Auckland, 13th Sept., 1854, 

S1~-:-I a_m directed by Hi■ E:rcellency the Officer 
Adm1n111enng tha Government to inform your 
Honor that a letter dated 22nd ultimo bas been re• 
ceived from the Resident Magistr .. te • at New Ply­
mouth, relative to the recent alfray among the Pu­
ketapu natives there, 

This report appears to be aatiafactory, and hi■ 
E:rcellency feels assured that if the civil autLori• 
tiea continue the judicious e:rerciae of their inftu. 
ence and authority, no aerioua result, ari1lng out 
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of that affray, need be apprehended by the colonists 
of New Plymouth. . . 

acq11ainting his Excellency with the sentiments of 
the Bench, 

In making these observations I beg that for the 
reason abnve stated, I may not be collsidered by 
His Excellency as expressing or . insinuating an 
opinion respec•iug the actunl ne:ess1ty for a_ mthtary 
force in Taranaki or other wa1 hke precaution. 

His Excellency feels that the European mhab~­
tants of that Province should rather depend on their 
own prudence and good conduct for the preserva• 
tion of peace than on the prese?ce of any body of 
Troops which appears to be desired by some. To 
enable 

1
the Government to spare a Garrison for 

Taranaki the military force in New Zealand would 
have to b'e increased, whereas it will, in all proba­
bility, be speedily and considerably reduced. 

Moreover the Pro,·ince would have to incur a 
heavy e:.pense in providing Block Houses and othP.r 
accommodation for troops, and tbe very intro• 
dnction of such troops into New Plymouth might 
increase the possibility of dauger, and, in other 
places, by discouraging emigration to that settle. 
ment, seriously injure its prospects. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c:, 
AlilDB.EW SINCLAIR, 

Colonial Secretary, 
His Honor The Superintendent, 

New Plymouth, 
* The communication of the Provincial Govern• 

ment to the Colonial Secretary dated 6th August 
1855, in which the circumstances of the first affray 
between the Natives were detailed, is not printed, 
as the facts are well known, and the communication 
simply elicited an acknowledgement of its receipt. 

2-25 Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, 13th October 1854. 

. Sir,-1 have the honor to acknowledge t~e re• 
ceipt of your Despatch, 13 Sept. 1854, statrng the 
resolution of His Excellency respecting a Garrison 
for Taranaki. 

His Excellency having already arrived at a posi­
tive conclusion on this subject, on considerations 
satisfactory to the mind of His Excellency,~ ~eel 
tbilt it is unnecessary for me to express any oprn1on 
allbough I,y your prior communication of the 29th 
July His Excellency bad done me the honor to re­
quest a statement of my views. 

It beir,g, I think incontestable that the peace of 
the colony is at the present moment more threat• 
ened here than elsewhere, the people of this Pro• 
"Vince cannot but be gratified at the special reliance 
His Excellency i ■ pleased to place on their pru• 
deuce and good conduct as equivalent to a military 
guard in other districts apparently less in danger of 
disturbance. 

In connection with the subject of the despatches 
above referred to, I have the honor to enclose a 
copy of a Resolut;on adopted by the Bench of Ma­
gistrates of the Province which bas been forwarded 
to me by the Resident Magistrate, from which it 
would appear tl>at the Bench entertains views on 
that sl!lhject somewhat at variance \Vith those of his 
Excellency, With reference to this resolution I 
feel it my duty to make my protest to his Excel­
lency against the opinion that the mi litary defence 
of this ProYince is under existing circumstances a 
local charge. I believe I shall have the, concur­
rence of His Excellency in the contrary opinion, 
that so long as a military force is maintained in 
these islands at the expense oftbe mother country, 
the inhabitants of the several ProYinces are equally 
entitled to the protection it affords, and tbatit 
would be a manifest inj11stice to saddle a small Pro• 
vince with the heavy cost of self dtfence, whilst 
other parts of the colony enjoy an immunity from 
auch a charge, and engross, moreover, all the col • 
hteral benefits arising from a large Government 
expenditure. The charge of the MiJit9ry defence 
of the place is, I respectfully submit, under existing 
circumstances, the concern of the General Govern• 
ment-the military power and the responsibh 
lity for its due aud impartial employment resting 
eolely with his Excellency. And I conceive that 
the ProYincial Government will have entirely ac■ 
quitted itself on the subject of the Resolution by 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
CHA.RLES BROWN, 

The Honorable Superintendent. 
The Colonial Secretary, Auckland. 

Resident Magistrate's Office, 
New Plvmoatb, 3rd Oc•ober, 1854, 

Sir,-At the request of tbe Bench of Magistrates 
I have the honor to send herewith for the informa­
tion of your Honor, copy of a resolutiou adopted 
by them at a meeting held this day. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
JoSIAH FLIGHT, 

His Honor Resident Magistrate, 
The Superintendent, New Plymouth. 

Copy of a Resolution adoptfd by the Bench of 
Mal?istrates of the Province of New Plymouth 
al a Meetinl? held the 3rd October , I 854, 

That, in reference to the recent unfortunate colli• 
sioa amongst the Puketapu natives, l-:lis Excelle~cy 
the Officer Admini•tering the Government beving 
stated in a letter 10 the Rfsident Magistrate that 
a Military Force cannot be spared for_ the defence 
of this settlement, the Bench of Magistrates COD• 
ceive it to be their du•y to communicate the 11bove 
information to the Superintendent , and to express 
to His Honor their opinion that under the circum~ 
stances stated, such steps u may be wilbin the re­
sources of the Province should be taken for the de­
fence sod security of the inhabitants against the 
conseouences of present or future excitemen~ 
amongst the natives. 

410 Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Auckland, 14th No,•ember, 11:54 

Sir -I have the honor to acknowledge the re; 
ceipt 

1
of your Honots letter of_ the !3t~ ultimo ?D 

the suhject of a Military Garnaoll be10g supplied 
for Taraoaki. 

His Excellency the Officer administering the Go­
vernment bas directed me to inform your Honor that 
that letter, tog et her with the reports on tbe same 
subject from the Resident Magistrate at New Ply• 
mouth and from Mr CommiNsioner McLean, shall 
be on an early day submitted for the careful couaia 
dera\ioo of the Executive Council, 

In the concluding paragraph of your Honor's 
letter you request that you'' may not be consider• 
ed by his Excellency as expressing or insinuating 
an opinion e pec1ing the actual necessity for a 
Military force in Taranaki, or other warlike pre1111-
ration." 

His Excellency is glad to find that, as Superin• 
tendent of the Province of N•w Plymouth, your 
Honor has not thought it requisite to record your 
opinion of such a necessity-a• his Excellency be­
lieves any manifestation of the kind referred to 
would probably injure the prosperity of New Ply• 
moath, and check the tide of immigration so ne­
cessary to its advancement. 

With reference to the other parts of your Honor's 
ietter, bis Excellency observes that the Troops 
have not been stationed in },ew Zealantl solely for 
the protection of one Race a~ainst the other, or 
for the adjustment of domestic broih, but also for 
the protection of the colpny from forei~n aggression 
and in time of War, as at present, for Lbe purpose 
of upholding the honor of the English Fla!?, 

Moreover, the numerical strength of the Troops 
in New Zealanil is not rnch as tu allow tbe sub-di• 
vision of the Force-with a due regard to it■ clli• 
ciency-in the different Provinces. 
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I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANDR£W SINCLAIR, 

His Honor Colonial Secretary. 
The Superintendent. New Plymouth; 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Auckland, December 11, 1854. 

Sir-I have been direct•d by His Excellency the 
Officer admini•tering the Government to forward 
to you the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr Com. 
m,issioner McLean, and to request your Honor 
will fav~r H 1s Excellency with your opinion on the 
suggestions made by Mr McLe~n. 

I have the honor t<! be, &c,, 

His Honor 
ANDRl!W SINCLAIR, 

• The Superintendent. 
Co Ionia! Socretary 

[Enclosure.) 
Land Commissioner's Office; 

Auckland, 1st Nov. 1854; 
Sir,-ln the present unprotected sta te of the 

Euro_pean !nhabitants at Tarsnaki, and takin~ into 
c,ons1deral1on the nnfortunute manner in wbirh our 
faithful ally and Na tive Assessor R awiri Waiaun 
~nd six of bis followers were killed, ,~itbout any 
JUSt provocation, by re1"tives and members of his 
o,wn tribe, I beg to suhmit that the time bas arri• 
ved when some steps should be taken for the bet. 
ter security and drtence of the ir,habitants of that 
Pl'o~ince, as N<>tives who would be (l: Uiltv of de•­
troytng their own friends in such a cruel ·manner 
could not be relied on for much forbearance to: 
wards the Europeans under any excitement or 
conflict that might arise hereafter among themselves, 

It seems very desirable, therefore, not only as 
an act of hurr.aaity and justice towuds the uatives 
themselves, hut as '11 protection to innocent Euro• 
pesos who ?'~Y, notwithstanding the vigilance of 
the authorities become inadvertently involved in 
those quarrels, that some precautionary measures 
should be adopted to restrain tbe natives from 
again com1!'ittiug_ such sets of violence as recpntly 
t_ook place m the immediately vicinity of the Eng­
hsh settlemen~. The limited resources of the New 
~lymouth Province, its distant and isolated posi­
tron, the numerous native tribes that surround it 
the constant acc:ssions they are receiving to thei: 
numbers from dtf!'erent parts of these islands the 
conse9~ent d!fficulty of acquiring land in sufficient 
quant1t1es lo 111tr~duce European settlers in greater 
numbers to equ,drse the races, the warlike charac. 
!er of t~e na11vcs as compared with the peaceable 
rnd~str10us class of En~l ish a1?ricnltural settlers 
stationed there, the d1fllculty of placing troops 
ther~ ~nder a;1y sudden emergency that might arise 
requmng their presence, the uselessness of having 
a smallor number of military than would overawe 
~nd control the more turbulent tribes, are all sub. 
Jec~s that have been so fully brought under the 
nottce of the Government at clilfereut times, tbat it 
apptars unnecessary for me to dwell at any leogth 
upon them; hut l feel it is my duty as the officer 
d~puted to enquire into and repor; on the late 
d!sturbance, to bring under His Excellency's no• 
t1ce what I bav_e already indicated verbally to bis 
Honor the Supermtendent, the local authorities, 
and some of the settlers at that place, viz .. th3t 
there are certain resources within the Province 
which if judiciously applied, with the aid of and 
under the sanction and co-operation of the Gene• 
~al Governmen_t,, might be adopted without creat­
ing much susp1c1011 or alarm among the natives, 
and be the means of restraining them from any 
future dangerous collisions calculated not only to 
eudauger the safety of the inhabitants, but to re­
tard the peaceable nnd progressive imprnvement 
o~ a !°ost iuteresting and otherwise very flourishing 
d1str1ct. 

The precautionary steps which I woulJ take the 

liberty of suggesting, are·-
lstly, The construction of a good Blockhouse 

anrl Stockade. 
2ndly, The Mili~ia which must numb"er nearly 

500 men to be periodically called out &nd trained, 
as provided for by tbe " Mili tia Ordinance.'' 

3rdly, The nue:mentation of the Police force to 
be composed chiefly of intelligent ncti•enatives selec• 
led from different tribes in the country, so that enry 
reliance could be placed on their acting with ima 
partiality, and I think it may be safely assumed 
from the courage and fidelity with which the Na• 
tives enrolled in such a force have acted dur.ng 
war times in the coluny, that they might in any 
future emeri;ency be safrly relied upon, and they 
could be, when not required for their Police dutiea, 
advantage~u•ly employed in opening up and con­
structing roads through the Province, or attending 
to such other public improvements as are much 
wanted, to the efficiency of such a force the utmost 
importance might be attached. 

4thly. Two pieces of artillery and a good supply 
of sm•ll arms and ammunition are much required, 
as there are none but old condemned ones at Ta­
ranaki, and it mi gh t be advisable to have, besides 
those for the use of Lhe militia, some arms to spare 
for such or the friendly natives as are destitu te of 
them, with au understanding that such arms would 
only be given out in the eveRt of being actually 
required for service, and to be afterwards given 
in 10 the custody of the officer who may have charge 
of them. 

It may be apprehended that the nalives might 
consid er such preparations as indicating some hos­
tile iutention on the part of the Europeans, but 
the fact of their being informed that England is at 
war with a foreign power, and that tbair own con­
duct towards each other justifies the Europeans in 
being on their guard, would divest them of every 
suspicion of this nature ; indeed, many of them 
would willingly aid and co-operate in carrying out 
measures which they could not fail to perceive 
wnuld be the means of preserving peace amongst 
themselves by i:iving them increased secur:ty of 
life and property be•ides having the effect of en. 
bancing their respect for British law nrl authority. 

It is not without some diffidence that I have 
taken upon myself to submit the foregoing mea■ 
sures for His Excellency's consideration, feeling as 
I do the extreme delicacy and difficulty of adopting 
effectual means for the security of a district situate 
as New Plymouth is, but I believe when t.ken in 
coenection with the steps now in progress for 
adjusting \be land question at that place, and faci­
litating tbe acquisitioa of property by the chiefs 
in the Euglisb settlement that, the suggestions a\. 
luded to are the lea•t expensive that could be 
adopted for ensuring fn any permanent degree the 
general peace nnd tranquility of that Province, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
DoNALD McLEAN, 

To the Honorable Land Commissioner. 
The Colonial Secretary, 

467 Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Auckland, 26th December, 1854, 

Sir,-Adverting to your letter of the 21st inst., 
reporting fresh disturbances between the Natives 
at New Plymouth I am directed by the Officer ad• 
ministering the Government to inform you that 
bis Excellency npproves of the steps your Honor 
has taken in this maller. 

The continued hostilities between Ibaia's party 
sod the Puketapu tribe is nothing more than what 
was naturally to be expected, and it behoves the 
authorities of New Plymouth to use their utmost 
influence and exertion to prevent the possibility of 
any interference ou the part of the Europeans sa 
Lhat no excuse whatever may exist for the n11tives 
connecting the settlers with the ■lightest puticipa• 
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tion io a feud which is at present entirely between gency. 
I have the honor to be, &ci• 

CHAllLES BROWN, themselves. . . . 
Hi■ Excellency is still of op1D1on tlut the rntro-

duction of any Military force would be more calcu­
lated to do harm than good, and a less force than 
that which would be equal to any emergency 
would be ill-adviied in the highest degree, 

To His Excellency Superintendent. 
Cnlonel Wynyard, C. B., 

The Officer administering the Government, 

In the absence of Mr McLean, the_ Government 
propose sending Major Nugent, Nauve Se~retary, 
to Taraoaki for the double p_ur~ose o_f s~emg the 
natives and, if po1sible, of bnngrng this dispute to 
a termination, and of ascertaining in the event of 
the Military occupation of New Plymouth whe!her 

ny ·and what accommodation could be provided 
:or f~om 3 to 500 men with officers and proper 
equipments, and also to as.certain if the Provincial 
Government is prepared with the funds neceasary 
for such occupatio11. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANDREW SINCLAIR, 

To his Honor Colonial Secretary, 
Tht> Superintendent, New Plymouth, 

2-84 Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, January 8th, 1855. 

Sir -I am requested in a despatch from the Co­
loniai Secretary to give my o;iinion ?n a report 
frum Mr Commissioner McLean transmitted there• 
with which proposes that certain means of defence 
should be adopted for the se~uritr of the Eu!opean 
inhabitants and friendly Natives ID the Provmce, 

I agree with Mr McL_ean as to th~ necessity 
then existing for protect10n, a ner.ess1ty streng• 
tbened by recent events, which shew a general 
lawlessness of the Native population throughout 
the Province. But I must beg to Jiffer from Mr 
McLean's opinion that the measures recommende_d 
by him1elf are within the limited resources of this 
Province, Nor can I admit that these measures 
ere adequate or even expedient in the imminently 
dangerous position in which the European popula• 
tion is now placed, 

The manifest and immediate source of danger 
lies I consider in the avowed determination of the 
weaker party In the present feuds, to beek their 
safety by dragging their c,uarrel in _whatever shape 
It may assume into the settled port1on1 of the _Pro• 
vince, The place is in fact at the mercy of e1tb~r 
party in the Native quarrel r;ow lowering, It 1s 
impossible too strongly to state its absolute de­
f rncdessness, 

In such circumstances, I can see no safety, but 
rather danger, in calling out as a. militia an uowar. 
I:ke and unwilling population, which at the eleventh 
hour must receiYe its training uoaer the eyes of 
jealous tribes, fully armed and accustomed to war-
fare. , . 

The employment of a native protecbv~ force 1& 

11n experiment which it is out of the question lo try 
in an emergency like the present, 

Concurring therefore. in _Mr ~cLean's o_pinion 
of the clanger, but ·cons1dermg his suggeshons as 
to defence impracticable, I have to express to your 
Excellency my conviction that the presence of a 
body of troops bas become abso!utely necessa~y:. 

In this opinion I am supported by the Prov111;c1al 
Council, as will appear by the enclosed resoluuons 
of that body, ' ' 

[Enclosure 1] 
Resolution& of the Provincial Council adopted 6th 

January 1855, 
1. That the location of a body of Troops in this 

Province during the continuance o_f the ~rese~t 
feuds amongst the neigbbouri~g Native Tribes, 1s 
in the opinion of this Council ab■olutely nece•• 
sary for the protection of the settlers, and the 
maintenance of the neutrality of the Government, 

2, That a copy of the fo1egoing Resolutio_n be 
forwarded to his Honor the Superintendent ~1th a 
request that he will transmit the same to Hts Ex­
cellency tile Officer admininistering tbeGovernment. -Resolutio11s of the Provincial Council adopted &th 

January 1855, 
1. That this Council taking into consideration .a 

despatch of the Colonial Secretary addressed to b1a 
Honor the Snperintendent, under date 26th 
December 1854, is prepared to guarantee, to the 
extent preEeutly stated, the repayment of a~~ ad• 
vsnces which may be made from the military 
chest for the erection of a Blockhouse or Stockade 
and Barracks for a detachment of Troops, . 

2. That for the purpose above ■ lated, tb1s 
Council will pass any Bill which shall be recom­
mended to it by the Superintendent charging the 
Revenue of the Province with payment for ~be 
next ten years of an annual sum not exceedmg 
£1000 for a detachment of 400 Troops, 

3. That compelled by the exigency of the ca•e 
to consent to the imposition of a heavy burthen o? 
the slender resources of this Province the Counc!l 
declares its opinion that the proposed guarantee is 

one from which the Province clearly oug~t to be 
relieved-the expense being in fact to be mcurred 
for the preservation of the peace of the Colony at 
large, and for the prevention of a Maori War-:--and 
the imposition of such a charge upon a particular 
district being quite unprecedented, 

4. That in the eveot of the acceptance by the 
General Government of the proposed guarantee this 
Council pledges itself to submit the case to the Ge­
neral Assemhlv and if necesaary to the Home Gov• 
ernment with a view t.o the relief of the Province, 

[Enclosure 2) 
To His E:i:cellency Colonel Robert Henry Wyn• 

yard, C. B., the Officer administrating the Go. 
vernment and Commander ID Chief of the Islands 
of New Zealand, &c. &c, &c, 

The humble Memorial of the undersigned inbab_i• 
tents of the s~ttlement of New Plymouth m 
the Province of New Plymouth, sbeweth-

That your Memorialists view with the greatest 
alarm the lawless condition or the native inbabi, 
tants of this province, since the slaughter of Ra• 
wiri and bis followers by Katatore, 

I have also the honor - to enclose a Memorial in 
the same sense from the inhabitants of the place. 

With reference to your Excellency', inquiry 
vibetber the Provincial Government is prepared 
with the funds necessary for the military occupa• 
tion of the Provioce, I beg to refer your Excellency 
to the above mentioned resblutions, and to state 
that I am preparP.d, if necessary, to recommend to 
the Provincial Council the requisite ensc1ment for 
giving effect to its resolutioas. At the ~ame time 
I shall frel it my duty to urge the claims of the 
Province in justice and equity to be relieved from 
any charge on ita resource& in the present eme r• 

That the natives are well armed and amply sup• 
plied ,vitb •powder snd bal_l, that they ~reatly out• 
number the white popula110n, and that ~n many re• 
cent instances they have shewn ao utter disregard for 
British authority. 

That although the local authorities have con• 
stantly represented to the n9:tives ~hat the ~hite 
population canuot take part m natt,e feud1, the 
natives who have been living amongst your Memo• 
Tialists, who have sold and are willing to sell land 
to the Government, have as repeatedly declarei\ 
that your Memorialists are interested in the ques• 
tion& at issue, That land is the basis of their wan 
and that they will drug the settlen in:to the s~rifo 
whether they are willing or not, 
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That the European inhabitant of New Plymouth 
ar~ un1killed in the use of arms, That they have 
neither weapons nor ammunition; that they have 
never been organised for the purposes of defence ; 
and that they have no blockhouse, stockade or 
other place of refuge in case of attack, ' 
, That in the present warlike posi1ion of the na­

tives your Memorialiats feel that any attempts 
they might make lo organise themselves or to se• 
cure a place of shelter for their families would only 
create alarm and distrust, and probably bring down 
ou them at onGe and unprepared the calamity they 
1eek lo avert. 

Your Memorialists therefore pray your Excel• 
lei:tcy to station a body of Troops at New Plymouth 
at the. earliest pos~ible moment and without any 
01tens1ble preparanon, as they believe the utmost • 
care is necessary to avoid alarming the n11tive mind 
in its present unwonted state of excitement, • 

New Plymouth, Jan, 6, 1855, 
[201 signatures.] 

2-89 Superintendent's Office, 
New Plymouth, January 15th, 1855. 

Sir,-1 have the honor to transmit a Memorial 
received by me this day and to recommend the 
aame to the fno,able consideration of your Excel-
lency, . 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

To His Excellency 
CHARLES BROWN, 

Superinteudent. 
Colouel Wynyard, C. B., 

The Officer administering the Government. 
[Enclosure.] 

New Plymouth, 61h Jannary, 1855, 
To His Excellency the Officer administering 

Government •~f New Zealand. 
the 

The bumble Memorial of the undersigned inbabi• 
tants of the Province of New Plymouth, re­
spec1fully sheweth-

That this hitherto peaceable district has lately 
become the Bcene of frequent Native murdeu aod 
of one very serious affrAy. 

That a large armed force is reported to have left 
Wellington for the purpose of avenging the murder 
of Rawiri Waiaua and those who perished with 
him, and that there is every probability of a san­
guinary encounter taking place in the immediate 
viciuity of the Bell Blo<'k, whereby the ltves and 
properties of the settlers in that district will be en­
dangered. That so long as the native quarrels 
were confined to those tribes with whom the settlers 
have bit her to lived in uninter, upted friendly rela­
tion, your memorialists were under no apprehen­
sion of becoming involved therein, but since dis­
tant tribes have m6de this Province the seal of war­
fare your memorialists have uo sufficient guarantee 
that life and property will be respected by them, 

That very rtcently a considerable armecl body of 
southern uati ves attacked some of our friendly nn• 
lives residing at Wai!ara, and although repulsed 
with severe loss they will most prohably re1urn 
with large reinforcements an~ seek revenge. That 
in such case they will be join,d by all the disaf­
fected natives and those opposed to the sale of 
land, and will greatly outnumber the well dispo■ed 
:rihes, 

That the friendly Natives will (in the event of · 
.n attack being made upon them) retreat on the 
rown for protection, when if pursued the loss of 
ife will be fer.rful to contemplate, That in the . 
,bsence of any organised force, proper arm• and 
1mmunitiou, or any safe place of refuge to which 
be women -and children might retire should auy • 
,udden al\t.ck he made by the natives, your memo• 
rialis ts are reluctantly induced 10 solicit Military 
1ro1ection, and earnestly Elesire lo impress your 
TI:xcellency that prompl .and energetic. me8liurt:a 
viii not only avert much bloodshed amongat the 
1ative1 bul likewise prove to t~em that Her Ma-

jeety's subjects, however isolated, will be emcienlly 
protected in the hour of danger. 

And yoar Memorialist1 will, as in duty bound, 
ever pray, &c. &c. • 
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[52 signatures.) 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Auckland, 10th February, 1855. 

SIR,-1 ha,e the honor to acknowledge the re­
ceipt of Your Honor's letters of the 8th and 151-h 
ultimo ?n the subject of the disturbances among,t 
the Natives at Taranaki, aod, in rep)v, His Excel• 
!ency the Officer Administering the Government, 
has directed me to state that those documents have 
been laid before the Executive Council, and tba.t 
the Guvernment has arrived at the following opin.ion 
upou the whole question. 
. As the 58th Regiment, the Troops now stationed 
ID A_uckland, h•s recently received notice to be ijl 
readmess to Embark for En~land, the Governmen~ 
does not con~ider itself justified, in the abseace of 
imminent danger to the settlement of New Ply• 
mouth, in incurring the rePponsibility of detaching 
any portion of that Regiment to Taran11ki,-and a 
con~1derable time must elapse before a portion of 
the 65th Regiment (at present at Wellington and 
at Wanganui) could be detached on that service. 

Assuming Trc,ops to be at 011ce avail~ble, the 
Government doubts the expedieocy of at present 
making Taranaki a Military Post. The disturban. 
ces have been confined to the Natives themselves, 
and the Government believes that it is essenti11l to 
the present safety, and to the future progress of thcs 
aettlement, that neith~r the Settlers, nor the Go­
vernment, should be clrawn into the quarrel, .an" 
that the st,ationing of Troops in the Di•trict would. 
almost certainly, be followed by the commence­
me.nt of hostilities, and that the amount of forcq 
likely to be available for service in that locality 
would be inadequate to protect the property of nu. 
merous Settlers scattered over a considerable exten\ 
of country, in the event of the District becoming 
the scene of a protracted Native War, 

Looking also to the unfavourable mture of the 
country for Military operations, and t.,, the cliffi• 
culty of access by sea, the Government thinks that 
every effort should be used to avoid the risk of 
hostilities with the Natives in the Taranaki Dis­
trict, 

The Government is of opinion that an officer of 
intelligence and conversant ,rith the Native char• 
acter should as 1000 as possible be despatched to 
Taranaki, charged with the du,ty of occupying him• 
self constantly amongst the various parties by per-
1uasion and argument in endeavouring to keep the 
peace and to remain in the district until relieved 
or recalled. 

The Government will also authorise the Resident 
Magistrate to iuc,ur such reasonable 4\Spense as may 
be necessary for the construction of a Stockade or 
Block House as a place of refuge, if t_be Magistratu 
think the erection of such a building (under all cir, 
cumstances) ·expedietit,-and also the expense of 
such other precautionary measures as may be 
deemed necess1uy for the sare1y of the settlers; and 
be will be instructed to take aucb meana as may ba 
necess~ry for ~be safe . l!,eeping of, tpc; arms, &i:,, 
deposited in thP. settlement; at the same time 
care being taken that they be kept in repair ar.d in 
readiness for immediate. us11 in case of emer­
gency. 

With this object in view, it is important that the 
Magist.r~tes, wi1b,mt making any demonstration or 
preparation, should be prepared to se-)ect from 
amongst the community those, who, may be most 
able and willing to make use of arma in case of 
need. 

As it arpears thaube Natives in .various part& of 
the {;9untry ba,v,e been supplied with Arms and 
Au1munilion, potwithstanding the provhions of tho 
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Arms O rd inance, a circular will be addressed to 
e\"ery Resident Magistrate an? Justice of tbe _Peace 
io the Colony, calling upot~ h1111 to use Ills dthgen~e 
to prevent and 1iu1•isb iufrmgeme:its of ,that ,Ord t• 
nance, for 80 long as arms am put mto tbe hands of 
the Natives, it will be impossible to answer fo r the 

peace of the country. . 
As the disturbances at Taranakt appeor to have 

bad their origin in a dispute about the title of Land, 
the Land Purchase Department "iii be instructed 
10 use great caution in entering into any oegociation 
for the purchase of land, until the views of the 
various Claimants shall have been asceitained. 

As regards the purchase of land from the Natives! 
the Government is of opinion that to make Tarnnokt 
a Military Post would teud to operate unfavo~rably 
with the Natives there, and farther to mdtEpoae 
them to part ,nth the ir land. . . 

The least objectionable mode of provtdtng for 
the safety of the Settlement appears '. o be by the 
establishment of a strong and efficient body of 
Armed Polire, to consist, say, for the present, of 
from thirty to forty picked roeo, active, re•olute, 
and trustworthy, to he armed in the most effic1e11t 
manner, with a double barrelled carbine, bayont t, 
and revolve,·, aud already, if possible, familiar with 
the use of arms, so as to ren•ler unnecessary the 
parade of training :-the arms not to be comm on 1y 
worn, the men to be selected, and the force to be 
raised, by the Provincial Au1hori tie~, a~d to_ act ~s 
a body of Constabulary, under their dHection, m 
aid ,f the Civil Power. As the resourcu of the 
Province are insufficient to meet the t'Xpeme of 
maintaining so large a Con~tubultuy Force, the 
Government will if the Provincial Authoritie, desire 
that the Force he orgauise<l, undertake to sliare the 
expense with the Provincinl Government. Su ··h a 
l3odv would not ouly be very efficient in them­
selves, but they would form a valuable ~u­
cleus aroun<i which the armed Settlers mtgh 
rally in case of need. It would be desirable that 
some of the men should understand the mann;e• 
ruen t of a Field Piece; they would he the pro~er 
party to entru&t with the custody aod presen·at10n 
of the Arms and Ammunition helongtn~ to the Go• 
vernment; and as tbe Official duties of st ch a body 
would ordinarily be little more than nommal, they 
might be employed to a con~iderab!e extent ou 
UECtul public works, and assummg such a Force to 
compri ,e a sufficient number of Seamen and 
Marines they might fonn the Harbour B ,at's 
Crew , &~. In the ·.,hser,ce of an orgttnised body to 
defend it, a Block Hume or Stockade" 0uld be of 
liltle real utility, but, if such an armetl Fvrce were 

or• au ised, it would be of importanc-e t\1at thPy 
sb.~u ld have some bui h!i og, however sm all,on wltich 
they could ran back, and there defend themselves, 
:-such a b11ilding might fo r the mo&t part, be 
erected by themselves. - It would be essential that 
the command uf such a Foi-ce should be en ,rusted 
to a Person in whuse prudence aud determination 
the Settlers wou!J have confi dence. 

In conc1u,ion. I am di rec1ed to inform your 
Honor that Mr. J. J. Symond s, formerly Native 
Secretary, bas been requested to proceed, as soon 
as po~sible, to New Plymouth , and to place hi':"'self 
in comm11nicatiou with yourself and t he R e81'.lent 
Magistrs1e in o,rler to preserv~ peace and tran• 
quillity amongst the Natives in New Plymouth. 

I have the honor to be , &c , 
A NDREW SIN CLA IR 

His Honor, Colonial Secretary. 
The Superint endent, 

New Plymouth, 

Resolutions of the Provincial Council adop ted 1st 
Marcb, 1855. 

Ist.-That this Council bn iog taken iuto con• 
sideration 1he despalch add ressed to Li, Honor 
tile Superintendent liy the Colouial Secretary 
dated 10th day Fdiruary 185~, re:ative to Rta• 
tim,ing tro, ps at New P,ym,•ulh, records it• 
en lire di•sati>faetiou with • be conclu•ion th•re­
i n announced a1.<J its denial of evc,y nr~umera.t 
by wb ch it is a tempted to support that con• 

ciusion. 
2nd.-That !hi, Council is of opiAion th•t the ex• 

pedients su;?gcsted by the Despatch fo r the 
defence of the Se,Llemeut are totally inad• 

equate. 
3rd.-'fhat in th,· opinicn of this Council the set• 

tlemeot is even now in immintn dan~er; yet 
as it is pos,ible 110 ... the N"tive character th•t 
the crtH~ moy be d<cferred, an aoplic•tion for 
prulrction to the Home Government is cx­
pulent, 

4th.-TbaL further application to the local Govern• 
meat of New Zealao1! as at presen t constituted 
bring hopeless, this C,.uncil do appoint a com• 
mittee, to prepare an address of remonstrance 
for presentatiou t, Her Mejesty. 

5lh.-That similar addresses be pr·epared for pre · 
seatatinn to llis 1:.xcel·cucy Colonel Go&n: 
IlR01vN& on his assuming the Government of 
the C•Jlonv, and to the other Estates of lhe 
General Assembly when next convened. 

AUS'l'RACT of REVEr'UE received by the General Government from the Province 

of New Plymouth for the Year ending 31st December 1854! and tl~e amounts of 

the same paid over by the General Government to the Prov1nc1al (,overnment. 

REVENUE, 

Customs 
Post Office •• 
Crown Land Sales 
:Fees, Fines, and Penalties 
Surplus Revenue 

Paid to P rovincial Gov1;rnment 

Retained by General Government 

Superintendent's Office, 
6th March, 1855, 

Gen . Government. 
4291 5 3 

103 3 8 
3416 0 O 

135 5 10 
0 0 0 

£7945 14 9 
2505 3 5 
-----

£5440 11 4 

Prov. Government, 
2162 8 ll 

12 14 6 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

330 0 0 

£25 05 3 ~ 

CHARLES BROWN, 
Superintendent. 
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PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. 

T HE following Memorial for presenta­
tion to Her Majesty the Queen was 

unanimously adopted at a sitting of the 
Provincial Council held 8th of March 1855, 
and is published for general information. 

I. N. WATT, 
Speaker. 

TO HER MOST GRACIOU S MAJESTY VIC­

TORIA, QUEEN OF GREAT BRITAIN 

AND 1.RELAND, DEFENDER OF THE 
FAITH, &c , &c, &c, 

The Memorial of the Superintendent and Pro• 
vincial Council of the Province of :New Plymouth, 
in the colony of New Zealand.-

H UMBLY SH.BWETH, 

That 1ince the beginning of the month of Au­
gust, 1854 , (a period of more then seven months) 
this Pro,ince has heen the seat of serious and in• 
creasing disturbances amongst the Native Popu!a. 
lion . Upwards of twenty Natives, including a na• 
live Assessor of the Resident Magistrate, have al­
ready fallen, and many more have been wounded, 
in the urious encounters which have recently taken 
place betweeu large bodies of armed Natives wi1hin 
a few miles of the Town of New Plymouth. Tribe 
after Tribe is involved in these feuds, and our set­
tlement seems aLout to become the battle-field for 
a large pa!t of the Maori population. 

That the Natives are fast losing the Inst rem. 
nant of respect for British Law. It would indeed 
be a great error to sur pote that British law bas 
ever been enforced against them in this part of the 

" country, The Native bas been allowed the benefit 
of our law against the E uropean , but the corre1• 
po ntling obligatiooa it baa never in our Province 

been attempted to impose upon him. Persuasion 
and the influence of Chiefs salaried by Government 
have now and then obtained an imperfect justice 
for tbe European , We have acquiesced in the in• 
evitab]e evils of our position, and have been con­
tent to await the time when the Nath es should be 
brought within the pale of our civilization, But a 
crisis bas now occurred, and the weak pretences 
which covered the supremacy of the savage have 
been done away with. The slaughter of an Asses­
sor, Rawiri Waiaua , and his unarmed party al ­
most within ou! homesteads,_has been followed by 
other acts of violence. Fortified Pahs are rapidly 
rising throughout the district. The N ativea de• 
clare to us "your law is weak and we return to 
our old cu atoms ; " and though as yet their own 
people have been the only sufferers, we know not 
how s~oa_ i! may be our turn, since the imprudence 
of an 1od1v1dual may at any moment involve our 
whole community, 

That one of the two parties into which tl:ie Na­
tives are d_ivided,_ (commonly styled the friendly 
party,) claims a right to the su~port of the British 
Government, Tbe general ground of this claim is 
the fact that this party has been favorable to Land 
Sales and the extension of the Enropean settle , 
ments, Rawiri b1:longed to this side, and actually 
met hie dea1h whilst cutting the boundary line of 
a Block he ,us about to oll'er to Government with 
the sanction of the resident Land Purchase Com­
missioner. The other native party is inveterately 
opposed to the extension of our territory, The 
Officers of Government are continually solicited 
by the former party for supplies of arms and am .. 
munition and threats are thrown out that if theae 
be not given, they will be taken, They revile what 
they term our cowardice in leaving Rawiri unaven • 
ged. " He was one of your ma11istates," they 
tell us " and he fell in your cause. '' It is certa in 
this party if worsted , would fall back on the Town , 
from which the nearest of their Pabs is not dista,,t 


