RS/NF

415348 : Pilot Officer Thonmas Alexander MALLON.

PARENTS : Mre & Mrs. A. Mallon of Taranakie

Thomas Mallon was born on 25th November, 191k, at Christchurel
and was educated at the New Plymouth Boye' High School, where he
obtained his Senior Free Places He was interested in football,
swimming and tennis. Prior to enlistment he managed his own

general store at Moturoa, Taranaki,

P/0 Mallon made application for training as an airman pilot
in January, 1941, and was accepted,and enlisted at the Initial
Training Wing, Levin, on 27th September, 1941 On completion of
nis course in November, 1941, he was posted to Nos 2 Elementary

Flying Training School, New Plymouths

He sailed for Canada on 28th December, 1941 for training
under the Empire Air Training Schemes On arrival he was posted to
No. 2 Service Flying Training School, Uplands, Ontario, where he
was awarded his flying badge and promoted td& Sergeant on 8th May,
1942, The same month he was posted to Noe 9 Bombing & Gunnsry
School, Mont Joli, Quebec, where he was engaged as a staff pilot
on Fairey Battle and other types of aircrafte He was promoted to

Flight Sergeant on 8th November; 1942.

In May, 1943 P/0 Mallon crossed to the United Kingdom where
he spent a short time at Nos 11 Personnel Receptlion Centre,
Bournemouth, before proceeding to Bo. 20 Advanced Flying Unit,
Weston-on~the~-Green; Oxfordshire. Here he flew Alirspeed Oxford
alrcrafte on 31st August, 1943, he was posted to Noe 12 Advancad
Flying Unit, Grantham, Lincolnshire, where he underwent training in
Bristol Blenheim aircrafts On 8th November, 1943 he was promoted
to Warrant Officer. In January, 194l he was posted to Nos 51
Operational Training Unit, Crenfield, Buckinghamshire. Here he

converted to Bristol Beaufighter aircrafts
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While at Noe 51 OTU he was sent on detachment to Noe 551 Sguadron,
Twinwood Farm, Bedfordshire, where he remained until the end of

April, 194k on 9th May, 194l he joined No. LBS (WZ) Squadron

at Zeals, Wiltshire and from that base he took part in night-fighter

patrols in Mosquito aircrafte. Tn July the sguadron moved %o

Colerne, in the same countye In October, 194li they moved to

Hunsdon, Hertfordshire, and from there he took part in several

patrols over Northern France. On 2nd Novembser, 194l he was

commissioned in the rank of Pilot Officer.

The Squadron moved to Nerthern France in November, 194,

and wes based at Glisy, near Amiens. On 2lth December, 1944 P/0O

Mallon engaged and damaged a Junkers JUL88 sircraft.

P/0 Mallon was pilet of & Mosquito night fighter aircraft
which took off from an aerodrome in Holland at L.28 a.ms on 12th
Merch, 1945, The aircraft falled to climb sufficliently to clear
a building a mile and a half beyond the end of the runway, and it

orashed some distance further on. Both members of the crew were

killed instantlys The navigator, P/0 G.,H, Brock, was from
were
Palmerston North. The airmen/burisd with full Service Honours

in the Breda Cemetery, Prinzenhagen, Zuylen, Holland.

5/2/7790 Mrse. A, Mallon (M)

1175 hre. as pilot. K Bell Block, TARANAKI.




