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on the baleony of the Palladium he once managed.
days” at the beach and the hours of voluntary labour which turned the area west
into, a popular summer amusement centre.

CARS pack Ngamotu Beach in the mid-1930s when Taranakk was re:eoverln from the depression years. Local motoring experts
date the cars from Model T Fords to a 1935-36 American car, The car second from the right in the foreground has been identified
as a 1931 Jubilee-model Buick.
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were ddded west of the
Hongi Hongi Stream in
1947).

The company, formed
about 20 years earlier by
a group of people to dev-
elop the beach, offered all

efl will now continue
to maintain it as a
swimming beach and
recreational area will
be the subject of dis-
cussions between re-
presentatives of the
Taranaki  Harbours
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Board and the council
on February 3.

In this article, and
in another mext Sat-
urday, the' Taranaki

tide,
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years.

The council appointed
committee to control the
domain and later advanc-
ed it $400 to lay out and
equip the children’s play-
ground. In 1035 Mr Thom-
son became its secretary
and, with a break to serve
overseas during the war,
w..:.,l committeeman until
1947,

i Historic

Mr Nisbett, who worked
on the beach from 1928
to 1965 as a committee-
man, cun::‘hnf. pavilion
manager ter care-
taker, recalled that in the
early '30s there were

so the sand went
right to the doorsteps of
the beachfront cottages.
Purchase
The city council obtain-
ed use of the 20 acres
from Bayly Rd to the
Hongl Hongl . Stream in
buyin

1934  after g the

of Ngamotu
Seaside Company
which included the Palla-
dium and seven cottages,
Nos 20, 24, 31, 32, 33, 34
and 35. (Seven more acres

Without doubt the land-
ing of the first settiers on
Ngamotu Beach on March
81, 1841, was the beach’s
most historic day. But
exactly 100 years later the
re-enactment of that land-
ing was the beach's great-
est day—with an estimat-
ed 25,000 people on the
sand by 11 am.

The Nisbetts can still
recall the vast amount of
food they sold—but it still
wasn't enough for such a
erowd.

“We had 40 people on
our staff on the day and
began preparing food a
fortnight before,” Mrs
Nisbett recalled.

They remember the
first carnival in 1038,

“We first held a fire-
works display to get
money to launch the car-
nival” sald Mr Nisbett.

‘e formed New
Zealand Girl’ rching
Assocation to get the
movement going and’' got
38 teams for the carmival,”
said Mr Thomson.

With humour they re-
called the bonfire on one
New Year's Even when

lit it pre-
maturely for a lark:

The war

Mrs Nisbett remembered
the years of the Second
World War when beach
life died, pill boxes were
constructed

on the beach,

Herald reviews some
of the history of the
beach and future
prospects. ’

soldiers occupied some of
the cottages and armed
guards prevented anyone
going on to the beach at

Mr Nisbett was
called up for Army ser-
vice, then one by one Mrs
Nisbett's three female
assistants  either joined
the services or were man-

But towards the end of
the war activities resumed.

Mr Thomson and Mr and
Mrs Nisbett agreed that
the late Mr George Roper
did more for the beach
than any other individual.

“He worked there day
and night” said Mrs Nis-
bett.

Mr Roper was a key
worker in b\:ﬂdlng the re-

the Hongl Hongi Stream.
The mardi gras consoli-
dated on this area and
ultimately a soundshell,
ska rink, miniature-
railway and a crazy golf
course became permanent
features.

Enough

Then, with the harbours
board amnouncing plans
for' a third wharf and de-
clining support for their
mardi gr the volunteer
workers had had enough.
In 1966 the comtrol of
the domain was given to
the city counecil’s parks
and reserves committee.

Before I began my re-
search, the director of the
Taranaki Museum, Mr

A SCENE from the greatest day Ng#motu Beach has ever known when, on March 31, 1941, more
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than 20,000 people packed the

beach to watch the enactment of the landing of the first settlers from the Willlam Bryan exactly 100 years earlier.—Taranaki

Rigby Allan, told me: “The

Ngamotu Beach, so with
the harbours board gradu-
ally taking it for harbour
extensions, thé people are
losing nothing they had
before.”

Details of this will be
described in the second
article.

NEXT WEEK: Past sand
bulldup and  future

Museum picture.

CROWDS line Ngamotu Beach during the Christmas holidays of 1938. Mardl Gras sideshows tan

be seen on the left. The sailing ship In the background is the K Johnsen. This four-masted

barque, which sailed w the German flag, was the largest sailing ship afloat at that time. It arriyed

at Port Taranaki to discharge guamo from threy f:yetl;esl.le Islands on December 24 and sailed om
Janua h 5

Ao BT <

Eamo

EeSese s

'THIS werial view of Ngamotu Beach, taken on & recent Saturday afternoon, shows how the area
ok Port. It s hoped that wand will build up eastwards along the
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